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ABSTRACT 
ABSTRACT 
"A Sociolinguistic Investigation into Language Use, 
Language Preferences and Language Attitudes 
of the Kashmiri Speech Community." 
An interesting situation of multilingualism is found in the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir A\^ ere Kashmiri, Urdu, Hindi, Punjabi and English 
coexist as social and cultural phenomena. This thesis is an attempt to make 
a sociolinguistic investigation of the Kashmiri speech community in order 
to find out the actual position of Kashmiri, the mother tongue of this 
community; Urdu and English which play very significant roles in personal 
and interpersonal domains as well as in administration, education and mass 
media. 
In this thesis we have made investigations into the language use, 
language preferences and language attitudes of the Kashmiri speech 
community from sociolinguistic point of view. It may be mentioned that 
sociolinguistics being a social science, its methods of research or 
investigation are similar to those of other social sciences. It approaches the 
problem from the angle of society. Unlike natural sciences, it observes and 
comprehends the issues from inside and not from the outside of society. 
The entire study is based on the data collected throu^ field 
survey from three hundred respondents belonging to three districts, viz., 
Baramullah,Pulwamaand Srinagarof Jammuand Kashmir state. Atotisd 
of 243 respondents were selected as a sample for the final analysis. The 
data was collected with respect to four social variables, viz.. Age, 
Education, Occupation and Sex. The main tool used for the collection of 
data has been the questionnaire. A very few respondents from each 
variable were also interviewed by the investigator. In order to see the actual 
position of three languages, participant observation method was also used. 
The data was processed and main findings were presented in Chapter 3,4 
and 5 whereas the Chapter 1 and 2 deal with introduction and methodology 
respectively. The summary and conclusions have been presented in 
Ch£^ter 6. 
Chapter-1: 
Introduction 
It is purely an introductory chapter. It is about the sociolinguistic 
situation of the Jammu and Kashmir state. This ch^ter provides the details 
about the sociolinguistic frmctions of theiCashmiri speakers in India, states 
and union territories. It also provides information about .the incidence of 
bilingualism among the Kashmiri speakers. The percentage of bilingualism 
among Kashmiri speakers is 24.16% which exceeds the average national 
bilingualism of 13.34%. 
Chapter - 2: 
Research Methodology 
This chapter discusses the methods used in the entire work. It 
explains the main objectives of the study, the hypothesis established before 
conducting the survey, tools used for data collection, sample selected for 
the final investigation, analysis of data and the presentation of findings. 
Chapter - 3: 
Language Use by the Kashmiri Speech Community 
The findings of the data collected in respect of three languages, 
viz., Kashmiri, Urdu and English that are used in seventeen different 
domains in oral and written communications are presented in this chq)ter. 
The percentage wise distribution of responses under various 
domains have been presented through fi^quency tables in respect of four 
difierent social variables. The frequency distribution has also been shown 
throu^ frequency figure for males and females in general/totality. 
The use of Kashmiri has been found veiy frequent in those 
situations and domains where oral communication takes place. Kashmiri 
find a little place in reading and writing situations. Daily newspq)er is not 
published in Kashmiri, although a few weeklies and magazines are brou^t 
out by >^ous non-governmental organizations. Urdu and English both 
plays a significant role in reading and writing situations, Urdu taking a 
leading role. 
Chapter - 4: 
Language Preferences by the Kashmiri Speech Commiinity 
It is a common phenomenon that when a person or persons know 
more than one language, they must prefer one language over the other for a 
specific purpose in a specific situation. Thus we have discussed in this 
chapter the preferences given to three languages (Kashmiri, Urdu and 
English) by Kashmiri speakers in twelve different situations. 
It may be mentioned that English was found preferred most by a 
majority of respondents, from all variables, for media of instruction at all 
the levels of curriculum. Kashmiri was also found a preferred language by 
a good percent (33.3%, 37.4%) of male student and professional 
respondents for pursuing higher education. Kashmiri was mostly preferred 
as media of instruction upto middle school level only. For oral 
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communication, as expected, Kashmiri was preferred most by almost all 
respondents with a few exceptions like prefering language for religious 
performances, tiie illiterate females have responded to English. Similarly 
Kashmiri was found preferred very much for mass media. For writing and 
reading situations Urdu and English are taking lead. But Kashmiri is not 
lading itself behind as a considerable percentage of respondents from all 
four variables use it for reading and writing purposes in one or the other 
way. 
Chapter - 5: 
Attitudes of the Kashmiri Speech Community 
The evaluation of attitudes of the Kashmiri speakers towards 
Kashmiri, Urdu and English have been presented in chs^ter five. G«ierally 
it has been noticed that Kashmiri speakers have favourable attitudes 
towards all the three languages but the number increase or decrease with 
respect to a particular language. Kashmiri has strongly been &voured by 
most of the respondents with a few excq>tions. In some cases Urdu runs 
parallel to Kashmiri but English does not stand anywhere as compared to 
Kashmiri and Urdu. 
The figures show a clear picture of all aspects (language use, 
language preferences and language attitudes) which were taken under 
consideration with respect to four variables. 
Chapter 6: 
Summary and Conclusion 
This is the final ch2q)ter of the thesis and presents, in brief, the 
summary and conclusions drawn from this investigation. The chapter wise 
summary has been given in this chapter. To conclude the findings we may 
assert that Kashmiri is primarily a language of oral communication, its use 
in reading and writing is very scanty and limited in its scope. Kashmiri is 
not formally use in administration and education. In these domains the 
languages like Urdu and English play vital roles. So far as mass media is 
concerned, Kashmiri is emer^g as an important means of communication. 
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Preface 
Preface 
During the past three decades, sociolinguistics has developed as an 
autonomous and distinct dec^line with its own objectives, aims and methods. The 
main concern of sociolinguistics has been the language problem in relation to 
society. Joshua A. Fishman who prefers to call it the 'Sociotogy of language' 
states: "the sociology of language focuses iqx>n the etiOK ^umit of topics related 
to the social organization of language behaviour, inchiding not only langu^e 
usage per se bit also language attitudes, overt behaviour toward language and 
toward language users". (Fishman 1972:1). 
Sociolinguistics undoubtedly provides an understanding of language 
behaviour with due regard to the context in which it is ^ken. During the past 
decades, a ^^e variety of themes have developed under sociolinguistics such as 
language and culture, language and nationalities, lai^uage conflict and social 
change, language in multilingual setting, langu^e maintenance and lai^jui^e 
shift, bilingualism and muhilingualism, standardization and modernization of 
language, language variation, language use, language attitudes and language 
preferences etc. 
The present stu(fy is a sociolinguistic investigation of languages use, 
language preferences and attitudes of the Kashmiri q)eech community. The first 
chapter deals with the sociolinguistic perspectives of the Kashmiri language. It 
]Hovides numerical figures about Hbn Kashmiri ^)eakers in the state, as well as in 
the other states and Union Territories of India. It also provides details of the 
present situation and position of the Kashmiri language with req)ect to other 
languages known to the Kadmiiri speakers. Besides Kashmiri, the sociolinguistic 
fimctwns of Urdu and English, the two major languages of the state have also 
been discussed in this chapter. 
IV 
In the second chapter we have discussed the research design and have 
mentioned the methods and the tools used for the present work. 
In Cbaptet 3, the use of laiiguage(s) has been discussed in different 
domains. This chapter provides the percentage distribution for Kashmiri, Urdu 
and English in different considered domains. 
The use of all these three languages have been discussed in seventeen 
different domains by taking into considoation four social variables. I.e., Age, 
Education, OcciqMition and Sex. The figures are given in various tables. 
The Cluster 4 discusses the bmguage preferences in twelve different 
situations. In this chapter the preferences of Kashmiri have been discussed with 
respect to other two languages, viz., Urdu and English with the help of four social 
variables (age, education, occupation and sex). The preferential use of Kashmiri 
has also been discussed in detail and results are produced through tables. The 
written and spoken aspects of all the three considered languages have also been 
disciissed in detail, which are again provided with separate percentage table. 
The attitudes of the reqx>nd«its towards their mother tongue Le., the 
Kashmiri language and Urdu and English have been discussed in Chq>ter 5. The 
evaluatk>n of attitudes was made by providing different attributes like science and 
technok>gy, sweet, harsh etc. Tables 5.1-5.4 give the detailed account of 
attitudinal results with req)ect to four social variables. 
The data for this sociolinguistic investigation was collected through 
questionnaire and interviews during the summer of 1997 and 1998 when I visited 
the Kashmir valley. A good deal of time was devoted to the processing and the 
analysis of the data and presentation of the findings siq)ported by numerous tables 
and figures. 
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CHAPTER - 1 
Introduction 
CHAPTER. 1 
Introduction 
1.1. Lai^uage Situation of India and the Kashmiri Language 
The linguistic diversity found in the Indian sub-continent is quite 
complex as the sub-continent is inhabited by a veiy large population which speaks 
languages belonging to four language femilies, viz., Indo-Aryan (a sub-femily of 
Indo-European), Dravidian, Tibeto-Bum^se and Austro-Asiatic. The vast stretch 
of land is also occupied by the speakers of numerous dialects of languages 
belonging to these language femilies. English occtq)ies the position of lingua 
franca for the whole county. 
/ I Indo-Aryan is the largest language femily "both in 
geographical spread and numerical strength, with a total of 491,086,116 speakers 
constituting 74.24% of the total Indian population. It consists of 19 languages of 
wliich 13 are q)ecified in V m Schedule to the Indian Constitution. These 
languages are mainly spoken in northern, western and eastern areas of the country. 
Hindi is the most dominant Indo-Aryan language vAach spoken by the majority of 
the population in Bihar, Delhi, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh. 
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh aiKl Chandigarh. According to the 1981 Census, 39.94% 
of the Indian population speaks Hindi 
/ - Dravidian is the second majw language fionily represented in 
India. It consists of 17 languages that are mainfy qx>ken in the southern states of 
India. Four of the Dravidian languages, viz., Tamil, Tehigu, Malayalam and 
Kannada enjoy the status of scheduled langu^es. There are 15,78,36,723 
^)eakers of Dravidian languages constituting 23.86% of the total Indian 
population. 
Austro-Asiatic, tiie third language fiunily represented in India has 
7,705,011 q)eakers foraiing 1.16% of the total population of India. 
Tibeto-Bunnen language &mily consists of 53 languages that are 
spoken in India. These are tribal languages and are ^wkm fay 4,071,701 persons 
constituting 0.62% of the total population of India. * 
'^ India presents such a great lii^uistic diversity. It is on this basis that 
India has been called by Emeneau (1959) as a "Linguistic area." Later on. Pandit 
(1972) very aptly described India as a **Sociolinguistic area."" The Census 
authorities of India have provided a list of 105 languages of which the foUowing 
18 languages have been mentioned in Schedule Vm of the Indian 
Constitution. These languages are called the Scheduled languages; (1) 
Assamese, (2) Bengali, (3) Gujrati, (4) Hindi, (5) Kannada, (6) Kashmiri, (7) 
Konkani, (8) Malayalam, (9)Manipuri, (10) Marathi, (11) Nepali, (12)Oriya, 
(13) Puiyabi, (14) Sanskrit, (15) Sindhi, (16) Tamil, (17) Tehigu, and (18) Urdu. 
(Table 1.1) ' 
TABLE 1.1 
Scheduled languages of India (in descending order of speakers' 
strength) with percentage to total household population of 
India (Census 1981) 
Language Number of speakers 
In India 
% to total iiousehold 
population of India 
Hindi 
Tehigu 
Bengali 
Marathi 
Tamil 
Urdu 
Gujrati 
Kannada 
Malayalam 
Oriya 
Punjabi 
Kashmiri 
Sindhi 
Konkni 
Nepali 
Manipuri 
Assamese 
Sanscrit 
264,189,057 
54,226,227 
51,503,085 
49,624,847 
44,730,389 
35,323,282 
33,189,039 
26,887,837 
25,952,966 
22,881,053 
18,588,400 
3,174,684 
1,946,278 
1,584,063 
1,252,444 
904,353 
70,525 
(Assam is not included) 
2,946 
39.94 
8.20 
7.79 
7.50 
6.76 
5.34 
5.02 
4.06 
3.92 
3.46 
2.81 
0.48 
0.29 
0.24 
0.19 
V 
0.14 
0.01 
N 
Source: Beg (1996:114-115), based on Padamanabha (1987) 
Kashmiri is one of the 18 languages mentioned in Schedule Vm of the 
Indian Constitutioa The fiunily affiliation of Kashmiri language is still a 
controversial issue as Grierson (906) classifies it into the Dardic group of 
languages which is a sub-&mily of Indo-Aryan language fiunily. Chatterji, (1960) 
Kachru (1969) and some others hold the similar view. While others refer to 
Kashmiri as a direct descendant of Indo-Aryan and originating from Sanskrit. 
Peter Hook (1984) and Morgenstieme, adhere to this view regardii^ the origin of 
the Kashmiri language. Kashmiri is spoken in the extreme north of India by 
3,136,146 persons in Jammu and Kashmir state. It constitute 52.73% people to the 
total population of the state. The total number of Kashmiri q)eaker in India is 
3,174,684 which constitutes 0.48% to the total population of India. (Beg. 1996: 
127) 
The Kashmiri language owes a rich, significant linguistic and literary 
heritage. The literary genius of the Kashmiri language can be traced back to the 
M"* century A.D. vMch is reflected in the creative poetry of Kashmiri poets like 
Sheikh Noor uddin Wali, Lala AnSsL, Habba Khatoon and the like. 
The linguistic structure of Kashmiri is so interesting, complex and 
intricate that it has attracted the attention of both foreign as well as Indian 
scholars of linguistics. It is evident from the &ct that the Kashmiri language has 
received a great deal of attention for its descr^tions as well as sociolii^^istic 
investigations since 1980. Some worth mentioning studies are by Andrabi 
(1973), Dhar (1983), Koul (1982), Bhat (1979), Koul (1984), and Sar (1981). 
The state of Jammu and Kashmir which is situated at the extreme north 
of India is inhabited by the speakers of languages bek)nging to diverse langiiage 
Samilies like Indo-Aryan, Dardic, Sino-tibetan and also Ibe q)eakers of Pashto. 
This type of linguists diversity shapes the state into a unique setting of 
multilingualism where the Kashmiri language spoken by 52.73 of the state's 
population plays the role of being the largest language. The majority of the 
Kashmiri q)eakers live in the Kashmir valley proper of the state of Jammu & 
Kashmir. Dogri is the second largest language of Jammu and Kashmir mainly 
spoken in the Jammu region of the state. The total Dogri speakers are 1,454,441 
conqnising 24.46% of the total population of Jammu and Kashmir. 
The Kashmiri language spoken in the valley of Srinagar (Kashmir) is 
considered to be the standard variety of language. Besides being used in oral 
communication, the Kashmiri language has also devetoped a considerable amount 
of written literature having its own style. Ladakhi is used in the Ladakh area of 
Jammu and Kashmir and by the Ladakhi &miUes who have migrated to the 
Kashmir valley; Tibetan speakers are settled down in isolated areas of the 
Kashmir valley; Pasfato speakers are found in an area near Gutal Bagh Gandarbal. 
Tibetan and Pashto speakers form a marginal number of speakers, but both the 
groups have nuuntained the niginal characteristics of their own languages. Since 
1947, the Kashmiri language has been put to some administrative, educational and 
literary uses which has gone a long way in devebping Kashmiri into a standard, 
distinct and self contained language. The table 1.2 gives the percentage-wise 
distributfon of languages and dialects spoken in Jammu and Kashmir natively. 
TABLE 1.2 
Languages and dialects spoken in Jammu and Kashmir 
(Census 1981) 
Language(s)/Dialect(s) 
1 
Kashmiri 
Dogri 
Punjabi 
Ladakhi 
Shina 
Tibetan 
Total Number of 
Speakers 
2 
3,36,146 
1,454,441 
163,049 
71,852 
15.017 
1 4,178 
% to the Total 
Population of the State 
3 
52.73 
24.45 
2.74 
1.20 
0.25 
0.07 
Note: Besides, there are a nuinber of other dialects such as Gojri, Kishtwari, Drasi, 
Gurezi, Siraji, v^ch do not find mention in the 1981 Census of India. 
1.2. The Kashmiri Speech Community and the Incidence of 
BOingualism among the Kashmiri Speakers 
1.2.1. The Kashmiri Speech Community 
The term 'speech community^ refers to a group of people who share the 
same language. The Kashmiri q)eech community conq)rises a gjrovp of 
individuals vslio use the Kashmiri lai^ ;uage as their mother tongue or the first 
language. 
The Kashmiri ^)eech community is predominantly found in the 
Kashmir region of the Jammu and Kadmur. This state presents the picture of a 
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multilingual society where people speak different languages and believe in 
different fiiiths, traditions and customs. On the basis of linguistic and cultural 
differences, the ^ l^iole state could be divided into three regions: 
1. Kashmir region 
2. Jammu region 
3. Ladakh region 
Kashmiri is a nunority language in Jammu and Ladakh regions. In 
Jammu region, Dogri is found in the majority status ^ l^iereas, in Ladakh region, 
Ladakhi is the language of the majority. 
All these three r^ions con^rise fourteen districts that are mentioned in 
the Table 1.3 with total nund)er of Kashmiri speakers. 
TABLE 1.3 
Speakers of the Kashmiri language in Kashmir, Jammu and 
Ladakh region of Jammu and Kashmir (Census 1981) 
Region 
1 
K 
A 
S 
H 
M 
I 
R 
J 
A 
M 
M 
U 
L 
A 
D 
A 
K 
H 
District 
2 
Aaantnag 
Baramulla 
Badgama 
Kupwara 
Puhvama 
Srinagar 
Doda 
Jammu 
Kauthua 
Punch 
Rajauri 
Udhampur 
KargU 
Ladakh 
Total 
Population 
3 
656,351 
670,142 
367,262 
328,743 
404,078 
708,328 
425,262 
943,395 
224,197 
369,123 
302,500 
453,636 
65,992 
68,380 
Total 
Kashmiri Speakers 
4 
600,800 
566,815 
348,721 
249,878 
380,515 
659,712 
234,337 
8,207 
6,819 
25,670 
7,994 
45,202 
1,145 
331 
Percentage of 
Column 4 to Total 
Population 
5 
91.53 
84.58 
94.95 
76.01 
94.16 
93.13 
55.10 
0.86 
3.04 
6.95 
2.64 
9.96 
1.73 
0.48 
It may be mentioned that the people of Jammu and Kashmir practice 
different religions such as: Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Christianity and Budhism. 
All the people belonging to these Mhs claim themselves to be Kashmiris, but on 
the question of their mother tongues, they differ widely. Sikhs claim Punjabi as 
their mother tongue. Christian claim Urdu and Budhists claim Ladakhi as their 
mother tongue, though all these communities have a &irly good command over 
the Kashmiri language. For the present study it was not possible to collect data 
from all these groups due to the prevailing situatk)n in Jammu and Kashmir. In 
such a diverse sociolinguistic situation of Jammu and Kashmir, we tend to 
establish that the Kashmiri speech comnnmity comprises the Muslim and Hindu 
speakers of the Kashmiri language. 
Kachru (1969:21) maintains that the people of this speech community 
seldom make use of two different sets of lexical items. The Muslim Kashmiri 
speakers use Perso-Arabic vocabulary whereas, the Hindu Kashmiri speskcis 
prefer Sanskritized lexical items in their speech. Examples are presented in Table 
1.4. 
TABLE 1.4 
Vocabulary differentiation between Muslim and Hindu speakers 
of Kashmiri 
Lexioil Itens 
'water' 
'sugar' 
'cup' 
'saucepan' 
'paradise' 
'heir 
'cooked meat' 
'dish' 
'marriage' 
'marriage ceremony' 
'funeral' 
'soul' 
'holy fest' 
'sir' 
'sun' 
'wind' 
'hope' 
'wife' 
Kashmiri Equivalences 
Used by Muslim 
speakers 
a:b 
kad 
I>ja:€i 
i>at£i 
Janat 
Jahanam 
na:tl 
tr5:m 
nikah 
kha:ndar 
to:bu:d 
ruh 
ro:zi 
haz 
a:Ota:b 
havah 
v3me:d 
zana:n 
Used by Hindu 
speakers 
I>'ju:n 
m9dre:r 
kho:s 
b3hgim 
s3rug 
nsrug 
neni 
ea:£ 
tagin 
ne:6ar 
i>a 
a:tma 
C>a:k4 
mahra 
siri: 
va:v 
a: § 
a: §p 
10 
1.2,Z Incidence of Bilingualism among Speakers of the Kashmiri 
Language 
The concept of bilingualism has been changii^ from time to time. It 
was long regarded as the equal mastery of two languages. Bbomfield (1933:56) 
considered bilingualism as the native-like control of two languages'. This was 
broadened by Haugen (1956) to the ability to produce con:q)lete meaningful 
utterances in the otbex language'. Fishman (1%8 :555) extends the definition of 
1^ bilingualism by the use not only of two languages but of any number of 
languages' and the use of alternate two or more languages by the same 
individual'. 
According to Weinreich (1953) 'Bilingualism is the practice of 
attemately using two languages'. There is no need, however, for a bilingual to use 
both of his languages. It is enough that he knows them. Haugen (1956) says that 
'the kleal bilingualism is of course, two native speakers rolled inside one skin'. 
Keeping these points in view, we can thus (tefine bilingualism as the 
alternate use of two or more languages by the single individual, and the individual 
having two or more languages at his di^)osal as the bilingual speaker. 
The state of Jammu and Kashmir thus presents a good example of 
bilingualism and multilingualism. A number of languages such as Kashmiri, 
Dogri, Ladakhi, Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi, Pahari and Gojri are spoken natively in the 
state in varying percentages. The native speakers of Kashmiri form the majority 
in the state. They also use and have the knowledge of some other languages that 
may be called 'contact languages'. It may be mentioned that according to the 
1981 Census of India, the national average of bilingualism is 13.34% for India as 
a whole, Le., in this Census 13.34% of the entire Indian popiilation claimed 
subddiary languages (Beg 1996:101). Kashmiri is above the national 
bilingualism average of 13.34%. The total number of bilinguals among the 
Kashmiri speakers is 767,692 that come to 24.16% to the total Kashmiri speakers. 
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It has been noticed that Kashmiri language speakers are on the one hand bilingual 
with their regional varieties (le. languages spoken in other regions other than the 
valley proper) and on the other hand they show bilingualism with Urdu, Hindi, 
Punjabi and English. It has also been found that a number of persons among the 
literate Kashmiri speakers are bilingual with some foreign languages, vis., 
Turkish, Russian, French, Arabic and Persian. It has also been observed that even 
the illiterate Kashmiri speakers could speak foreign languages like French etc. due 
to their contacts with tourists or foreign visitors ^[teaksDg these languages. 
Following are the fectors conducive to the incidence of bilingualism in 
the Jammu and Kashmir state: 
1. Linguistic situation 
2. Social contacts for trade purposes, intermarriages, etc. 
3. OfiQcial shifting in Summer and Winter. 
4. Status of Urdu as official language. 
5. Status and functk>ns of English. 
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TABLE 1.5 
Bilingualism among the Kashmiri language speakers to the 
Scheduled languages (Census of India 1981) 
Contact language or 
language for 
bilangualism 
Total number of speakers %ofCoL2tototal 
Kashmiri bilinguab 
Urdu 
Hindi 
Punjabi 
Marathi 
Gujrati 
Sanskrit 
Bengali 
Kannada 
Oriya 
Sindhi 
Assamese 
Gorkhali/Nq>ali 
Tamil 
648,464 
M 5 0 2 3 
F 146,173 
65.904 
M 36,428 
F 29,76 
1.116 
08 
408 
53 
M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
13 
40 
40 
25 
15 
23 
14 
9 
21 
15 
6 
16 
10 
6 
12 
2 
10 
5 
M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
F 
5 
4 
2 
2 
4 
1 
3 
3 
3 
84.4 
8.58 
0.14 
0.06 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
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Among the eighteen languages specified in Schedule VIII of the 
constitution of India, Kashmiri speakers are bilingual with thirteen languages 
(Tablel .5). They are also bilingual with some non-Scheduled languages (Table 
1.6). 
TABLE 1.6 
Bilingualism among Kashmiri speakers along with the non-
Scheduled langttf^es (Census 1981) 
Contact language or 
language for 
bilangnalism 
1 
Dogri 
Shina 
Lahanda 
Ladakhi 
Bahi 
Coargi/Kodagn 
Kurkh/Koroan 
Lushai/Mizo 
Total number of speakers 
2 
7,133 
M 4,477 
F 2,656 
57 
M 31 
F 26 
32 
M 10 
F 22 
20 
M 9 
F 11 
8 
M 5 
F 3 
M 1 
F 
M 1 
F 
M 1 
%ageofCol.2tototal 
Kashmiri bilinguals 
3 
0.92 
0.007 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
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1.3 The Kashmiri Language in its Sociolinguistic Context 
Kashmiri is the single largest language of the Jammu and Kashmiri 
state. The Kaslmuri speakers form 52.73% of the total population of the state. 
Kashmiri is spoken by the predominant majority in the Kashmir valley proper 
with Srinagar as its Centre. Numerically, Kashmiri ranks 12^ among the 
Scheduled languages of India. According to the 1981 Census, the Kashmiri 
speakers at the all-India level is 3,174,684 which accounts for 0.48% of the total 
population of India (Table 1.1). In addition to Kashmiri, the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir have sound knowledge of other languages such as Urdu, English, 
Hindi, Pimjabi, Dogri, etc. Urdu is maintained as the official language of the state 
and English as the language of higher education and administration. Hindi, 
Pimjabi and Dogri have no significant roles to play in the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir except that they are languages of oral communication among some 
sections of the society. 
Though Kashmiri is the first language of the state, it was nevo- given 
the status of the official language of the state. Several atten^ts were made to 
introduce it as the medium of instruction at the school level, but with no success 
at all. It has now been introduced in some colleges as an optional subject. There 
is also a fiill-fledged Department of Kashmiri at the University of Kashmir, 
Srinagar. Jammu and Kashmir Academy of Art, Culture and Language is 
working for the promotion of the Kashmiri language. Academy is also 
publishing a research journal in the Kashmiri language and has produced and 
Encyclopedia in Kashmiri language and a Kashmiri to Kashmiri dictionary. 
Recently established Department of linguistics at the University of 
Kashmir, Srinagar has taken up the linguistic anthropobgically oriented researdi 
on the Kashmiri language, culture and folklore. Central Institute of Indian 
languages, Mysore and its Northern Regional Language Centre (NRLC) at Punjab 
University, Patiala are also making efforts for to the growth and devetopment of 
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the Kashmiri language. The role of the Kashmiri language is found in all the 
domains where verbal communication takes place, but this language has nor yet 
been put to the formal use. It is by and large a language of oral communication. 
Though Kashmiri has developed its own writing system (based on 
Perso-Arabic scrq)t), it is seldom put to writing. Urdu and English are the major 
languages enq)loyed for written communication at the ofiBcial as well as the 
personal levels. Till now, the medium of instruction upto the middle school level 
in Government run schools has been Urdu in Kashmir province. In Jammu 
province, Hindi and Urdu both were used as the medium of instruction in these 
institutions. Recently, English has been introduced as the medium of instruction 
from the primary level in all Government run schools in the state. English is also 
taught as a con^ulsory subject in schools besides being the medium of instruction 
from High School upto the University level. Abng with English, Urdu is also 
taught as a con^ulsory subject upto the high school level. Other languages such 
as Hindi, Persian and Sanskrit are taught as optional subject upto the high school 
level. It may also be mentioned that the Middle School, High School and 
Intermediate Certificate Exams are conducted by the State Board of School 
Education, Srinagar and Jammu, through the English language. The higher 
education in imiversities, professional colleges and technical institutions is 
imparted through the medium of English. 
It has been observed that the present generation of Kashmiri speakers, 
especially the educ^ed class prefers to talk in Urdu to their children at home. But 
the youngsters speak their mother tongue while talking to the people in their 
surroundings and while conversing with elderly members of their &milies. 
1.4. Kashmiri Speakers in other States and Union Territories 
of India. 
The Kashmiri language is ^wken in most of the states and imion 
territories of India. According to the 1981 Census of India, the second 
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numerically important state, after Jammu and Kashmir is Himachal Pradesh 
where 29492 persons speak Kashmiri as their mother tongue, it is followed by 
Delhi where 3651 persons have declare Kashmiri as their mother tongue. Table 
1.7 shows the number of speakers in descending order in various states and union 
territories of India. 
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TABLE 1.7 
Distribution of Kashmiri speakers in India, states and union 
territories (Census 1981) 
India/States^nion/Territorics 
1 
India 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Himachal Pradesh 
Delhi 
Maharashtra 
Punjab 
QuuKligarh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Gujrat 
Madhya Pradesh 
Rajisthan 
Haryana 
West Bengal 
Bihar 
Andhra Pradesh 
Tamil Nadu 
Kamataka 
Orrisa 
Arunachal Pradesh 
Kerela 
Nagaland 
Manipur 
Sikkim 
Goa 
Mizoram 
Pondichery 
Andaman aixl Nicobar Islands 
Meghakya 
Total 
Population 
2 
661,497,149 
5,947,299 
4,257,575 
6,147,632 
62,230,282 
16,723,153 
440,837 
110,549,826 
33,919,82 
52,000,069 
34,135,7j)l 
12,873,434 
54,207,652 
69,638,725 
53,175,277 
48,089,281 
36,839,222 
26,171,262 
597.862 
25,244,369 
747,071 
1,409,239 
308,262 
1,059,012 
476,439 
599,384 
178,885 
1,326,748 
Kashmiri 
Speakers 
3 
3174684 
3136146 
29492 
3651 
1097 
797 
553 
521 
472 
463 
407 
289 
187 
130 
121 
102 
94 
39 
20 
20 
18 
15 
15 
10 
8 
8 
5 
4 
% of CoL3 
to ToUl 
popnfaition 
4 
0.48 
52.73 
0.69 
0.06 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
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1.5. Sociolinguistic Functions of the Kashmiri Language 
Kashmiri, the regional language of Jammu and Kashmir, is used in 
different domains by its speakers. It is an important means of communication. 
The Kashmiri has its own script, but it is very rarely used in writing. Some of the 
sociolinguistic functions of Kashmiri can be described with reference to the 
following: 
1.5. i. Academic Institution 
Kashmiri speakers in academic institutions like university, colleges, 
schools etc., use the Kashmiri language for oral communication. It has been 
observed that the conversation between a teacher and a student, whether it is an 
academic or personal matter, is carried out in the Kashmiri language. Lectures 
delivered in English/Urdu are also explained through the mother tongue. 
Discussions in the classroom on related topics also take place in Kashmiri. 
1.5.2. Administration 
All the people in administration including officers and their 
subordinates make use of the Kashmiri language for oral communication. The 
state ofScial language is Urdu, but people workii^ in the offices (whether Govt, 
or private) interact with each other as well as with the visitors to these offices 
through the Kashmiri language. All sorts of talks (formal or informal) between a 
visitor and an official is generally carried out in the Kashmiri language. 
1.5.3. Courts of Justice 
The language used in High Court of Jammu and Kashmir is English and 
discussions inside the Court are carried out in English conq)letely, whereas in 
district and local courts the use of Urdu and Kashmiri is very common. 
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L5.4. Hospital 
It has been observed that the medical practitioners and consultants use 
Kashmiri while talking to their patients and working stafi^  colleagues, technicians, 
subordinates, etc. All the people working in hospitals use the Kashmiri language 
for oral conununication. 
7.5.5. Mass Media 
The Kashmiri language performs a vital role in mass media, especially 
in electronic media like TV and Radio. Quite a good number of programmes, such 
as news, drama, serials, stories, regional movies, science programmes, talks, 
special programme for children and music, etc., are telecast from Doordarshan, 
Srinagar, Kashmir. Similar types of programmes are also broadcast by Radio 
Kashmir, Srinagar. The maximimi use of the Kshmiri language is made in these 
programmes. 
So &r as the print media is concerned, it has been found that only one 
newspaper (weekly) is being published in the Kashmiri language. Besides, the 
Department of Kashmiri, University of Kashmir brings out a magazine Anhaar. 
A number of articles are also published in local Urdu dailies and weeklies. To the 
best of the knowledge of the investigator no daily newsp^)er is published in the 
Kashmiri language from anywhere in Jammu and Kashmir. 
The Cultural Academy established by the Govt, of Jammu and Kashmir 
brings out a journal in the Kashmiri language under the title Shiraza. It may be 
mentioned that the same Academy also publishes a joiimal in Urdu imder the 
same name of Shiraza. Besides, a newsletter, Praghaash is published in the 
Kashmiri language by the Information Bureau, Jammu and Kashmir. Another 
journal entitled Alav is published by the Information Directorate, Jammu and 
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Kashmir, Srinagar. On November 23, 1999 a newspaper (weekly) in the 
Kashmiri language named Miraas was started by an independent organization 
from Srinagar Kashmir. 
1.5.6. Professional Institutions 
In professional institutions like Medical Colleges, Ei^ineering 
Colleges, Business Management and other such institutions, it has been observed 
that all the concerned make use of the Kashmiri language while discussing issues 
and problems, talking to their subordinates, colleagues and to those who are under 
training. 
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CHAPTER - 2 
Research Methodology 
CHAPTER-2 
Research Methodology 
2.1 Introduction 
Sociolinguistics is a problem oriented social science subject. Its 
methods of research or investigation are similar to those of other social sciences. 
It apjnoaches the problem from the angle of society. It observes and conqnehends 
the issues from inside and not from the out side of the society. 
While the methods of all social sciences are alike, research techniques 
vary from one discipline to another. Sociolinguistics has developed its own 
research methodology. Under this methodology or technique, first of all a 
research design is prepared which consists of an objective and identification of the 
problem and a conceptual framework. Then the relevant data on the research 
object is collected through the' field survey. Afrer collecting the relevant data, 
they are analysed and processed and last of all a comprehensive report is prepared 
stating the findings of the research. 
An Indian sociolinguistic investigator, Bayer (1986:33) admits that the 
investigator meets great challenges particularly if the investigator is a woman. I 
would like to point out that I, being a female investigator, found our respondents 
most cooperative. I did not face any problem during the entire period of my data 
collection. 
The present work covers the sociolinguistic study of language use, 
language preferences and language attitudes of the Kashmiri speech community. 
These are the three specific a^)ects that have been investigated in this study. 
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For the purpose of our work on language use, language preferences and 
language attitudes, we have selected three districts, viz., Srinagar', BaramuUa ,^ 
and Puhvama'. These districts were frequently visited by the invest^ator durii^ 
the summer vacations of 1997-98. 
2.2. Goals and Objectives of the Study 
The multilingual situation of Jammu and Kashmir and the unique status 
of Urdu in the state inspired me to take up this work. I conducted the field survey 
in the state in order to find out the actual position of the mother tongue i.e., 
Kashmiri and tiie most frequently used languages like Urdu and English. It was 
noticed that Kashmiri language has a restricted use. It is substantially used for 
oral communication in almost all domains, whereas Urdu and English are used in 
the fields of administration, education, literature, written communication and in 
formal settings such as writing, printing, etc. It was also foimd that the Kashmiri 
IsiDgaagt q>eakers have strong feelings for the development of their language. It 
is their desire that this language should be used for various fimctions in the 
society. To focus on these issues the following objectives were formulated: 
1. To find out the use and status of the Kashmiri language and to ascertain the 
functions of Urdu and English. 
2. To investigate the preferences of languages at specific times in specific 
domains and situations. 
3. To find out the attitudes of the Kashmiri people towards Kashmiri, Urdu and 
English. 
' It is die sammer cental of Ae state situated in southeast with a total pc^ulatioi of 708, 328 
persons (1981 Census of India). 
^ Situated in Soudieast with a total peculation of 670,142 persons (1981 Census of India) 
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2.3. Hypotheses 
The foremost iraportaxA step in conducting a research work is to 
establish hypotheses that form the key points to be either proved or disproved. So 
the present study is based on a few propositbns \^ 1iich are as follows: 
1. It has been established that in a muhilii^ual society like Kashmiri ^)eech 
community; a mmiber of languages come into use for different purposes. So 
all these languages must have their ^ cific domains of use. 
2. People having the advantage of more than one language at their disposal might 
prefer one language to other. Thus Urdu is supposed to be preferred to 
Kashmiri and English to Urdu. 
3. English, the worldly prestigious language, is mostly preferred for higher 
educatioiL 
4. Kashmiri speakers fevour the use of Kashmiri for all purposes including 
education, administration and mass media. 
2.4. Tools of data collection 
In order to test these hypotheses, we prepared a questionnaire for 
coUectnn of data that consisted of four sections. Section 1 of the questionnaire is 
concerned with the background information of respondents. Section 2 contains 
seventem questions inquiring about the use of langu^e (s). Section 3 contains 
total of 14 questions eliciting preferences of languages. Of these 14 questions, 13 
were provided with three language choices (Kashmiri, Urdu and English) whereas, 
the fourteenth question is related to mother tongue only that was further divided 
into seven reqwnses provided with two choices (yes/no). Section 4 contains 
attributes as well as domains with three ^ )ecific language choices (Kashmiri, Urdu 
and English). Section 4 deals with the attitudes of the Kashmiri people towards 
Kashmiri, Urdu and English. 
' Situated in Soudieast vnAi a total population dtAOA, 078 po'soos (1981 census of India). 
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2.5. Sample Design 
Because of the prevailing situation of the Jammu and Kashmir state, the 
authorities could not conduct survey for the Census 1991. Our information, 
therefore, is mainly based on the 1981 Census of India. According to the 1981 
Census, 3,136,146 persons speak Kashmiri as their mother tongue that constitutes 
52.73% to the total population of the state. We distributed questionnaire among 
300 respondents, but later decided to consider only 243 samples which are 
presumed to be the representative data. 
To study the amount of language use, language preferences and 
language attitudes of the Kashmiri speech community, we categorized the sample 
into age, education, sex and occupation. The age group was further sub-divided 
into three gioiq)s: 1,2,3. The respondents included in s^e group 1 were between 
18-25 years. The respondents taken for age group 2 were between 26-50 years 
and age group 3 includes respondents of age 50 years onwards. 
In the same way the social variable education was sub-divided into 
three sub-classes: illiterate, literate and professional. All those respondents who 
had not received formal education were kept in class Uliterate. Re^ndents who 
had received formal education from middle school onwards were included in 
education class literate, and the respondents who had received any sort of 
professional education had been included in education class professional. In terms 
of occupation, the respondents were categorized as; businessmen (including 
industrialists), ofQce-goers (including teachers of university, college and school); 
professionals; housewives and students (graduation and onwards). 
2.6 Collection of Data 
The data was collected by the investigator herself. Though the 
investigator was not known to the commimity, but being a native speaker and as a 
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member of the community, she was warmly received by the respondents and 
found no problems in obtaining the data from them. 
All the four sections of the questionnaire were prepared in English. 
Respondents knowing English filled up questionnaire themselves in the presence 
of the investigator. During the process, a substantial number of respondents raised 
questions regarding some attributes in section 4 of the questionnaire. In turn, the 
attributes were explained by tte investigator in order to get accurate and 
sufficient information. Care was taken during the explanation of questk>ns by the 
invest^ator in order to avoid the influence of opinions of respondents. 
The investigator filled up questionnaire of all those respondents who 
did not have full understanding of Ei^lish. The questionnaire was sinqsly 
translated into Kashmiri by the investigator, and no e}q)lanation was given until 
asked by the re^x>ndent(s). 
The total of 300 questionnaires were distributed in three districts of 
Srinagar, Baramulla and Pulwama, i.e., 100 questionnaires in each district. From 
each district a total of 81 questionnaires were selected for analysis constituting the 
total number of 243 samples. The distribution was made equal keeping in view 
the comparative analysis between different social variables from different regions. 
For present study we have not taken region as a separate variable. 
The investigator tried her best to maintain the male/female ratk> while 
collecting the data. But it was not possible for her to maintain the consistency of 
the ratio i^lien two variables came together. Thus consistency was maintained 
only with single variables. Besides, the data was also collected by holding 
interviews with a few number of respondents from each variable. 
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2.7. Analysis of data 
We have analysed data by obtaining sinq)le frequency percentage for 
each language in each domain/situation. On the basis of the frequency percentage 
we have studied the following: 
1. The use of Kashmiri, Urdu and English in all considered situations with 
respect to four social variables: age, sex, education and occupatbn 
2. The preference of each language for different purposes with respect to four 
social variables 
3. Conq)arison between four social variables with regard to situation/s and 
purpose/s 
4. Attitudes towards each language according to four social variables. 
The analysis of the data for attitudes was made by considering three-
point scale into numerical values by assigning 1 to maximum point and 3 to 
minimum point. 
2.8. Presentation of findings 
The findings of the present sociolinguistic investigation have been 
presented in three chapters. In Chapter 3 we have discussed the use of Kashmiri, 
Urdu and English in seventeen difTerent contexts. Chapter 4 discusses the 
preferences given by Kashmiri speakers of four social variables to a particular 
langu£^e in specific situation(s) for specific purpose(s). The Chi^)ter 5 concerns 
the attitudes of Kashmiri language speakers toward Kashmiri, Urdu and EnglisL 
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CHAPTER - 3 
Language Use by the Kashmiri Speech 
Community 
CHAPTER-3 
Language Use by the Kashmiri Speech Commuiiity 
3.1. Introduction 
Possession of language is a characteristic that demarcates human beings 
from other animals. Every individual is free to make use of language. There are 
thousands of languages spoken all over the world. A need has been felt by 
scholars to jn^serve the languages; therefore, a number of them have been reduced 
to writing. Thus we can say that a language has two main facets 1) Spoken, 2) 
Written. 
It is evident that a language plays a pivotal role and is used in every 
walk of life of an individual, mainly through the above mentioned aspects. The 
phrase Language Use is in itself a very vast and exhaustive topic/area of study, 
which includes all its aspects. The present study is, therefore, limited in scope in 
that it takes into account only some domains of language use, like, &mily, office, 
entertainment, reading, writing, etc. 
So &r, the present study summarises the language use in this context, 
with the help of all language skills, how fia a language or a number of languages 
of the context are used by the speakers of a particular community in a number of 
specific domains. However, Dua (1986:4) has used the term communication 
process instead. In its wider implication the term includes ahnost all the aspects 
of language use such as External, Internal, Formal, Informal, Oral and Writtea 
External communication is addressed to the public, the government and other 
organizations. The internal communication would flow from the top to the lowest 
level. The formal communication would be related to work situations of formal 
activities in which status differences defined in terms of rank and position are 
maintained and stressed. The oon-formal communication may or may not be 
related to work situations and would involve relatbns defined in terms of intimacy 
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and reciprocity. The oral communication may include &ce-to-&ce interaction, 
group discussions and meetings and interaction through telephone (In the present 
study we have taken only &ce-to-&ce interaction, group discussions, and 
meetings). The written communication may focus on the form and content of 
reports, notices, memoranda, letters and circulars. 
It has already been mentioned in the Introduction of the present study 
that the Kashmiri language speakers have a sound knowledge of other languages, 
thereby, forming a multilingual speech community. Thus the knowledge of more 
languages has given the speakers of this community an opportunity to use a code 
of his/her own choice. 
In the present chapter we will focus on the most frequently used 
languages by the Kashmiri speech community along with their mother tongue, in 
seventeen difierent situations or domains. The Kashmiri speech community 
comprisii^ both males and females belong to five different occt^iations, viz., 
business, labour, office-goers, housewife and student; ttvee different educational 
classes: illiterate, literate and professional; three different age groups: group 1(18-
25 yrs.), group 2 (26-50 yrs.) and group 3 (51 yuB. a^nd above). The seventeen 
different domains with re^ct to wluch the language use has been analysed are as 
foUows: 
1. Tafldng to people in a bcality (context 1). 
2. Talking to people in schools, colleges and university (context 2). 
3. Talking to fiuniiy members (context 3). 
4. Talking to colleagues (context 4). 
5. Talking to children (context 5). 
6. Talking to Kashmiri q)eaking stranger (context 6). 
7. While visiting offices, hospitals and market places (context 7). 
8. For entertainment (context 8). 
9. In teacher-student relationship (context 9). 
10. In watching TV programmes (context 10). 
11. In listening to radio Is'oadcast progames (Context 11). 
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12. In reading magazines, stoiy books etc. (Context 12). 
13. In reading newsp^)er (Context 13). 
14. In writing to close friends (Context 14). 
15. Writing to fiunily members (Context IS). 
16. In printing invitations (Context 16). 
17. For creative writings (Context 17). 
3.2. Language Use by Kashmir Speaking Males and Females 
in Seventeen Different Contexts/Situations. 
3.2.1. Language Use by Males 
As given in Table 3.1, 97.7%males use Kashmiri while talking to 
people in locality; 61.9% in school, college and university domain; 96.7% in 
family domain; 65.8% with colleagues; 86.4% with children; 92.9% with 
Kashmiri speaking stranger; 86.8% while visiting office, hospital and market 
places; 92.4% for entertainment; 30.3% in teacher-student relationship; 80% in 
watching T.V; 81.9% in listening to radio broadcast; 12.9% in reading magazines, 
story books; 3.87% in writing to close friends; 3.87% in writing to fiunily 
members; 16.7 in printing invitations; 7% in creative writings. 
So &r as Urdu is concerned. Table 3.1 shows that 30.9% males use 
Urdu in locality; 43.8% in school, college, university; 10.9% in femily domain; 
25.8% with colleagues; 38.7% with children; 14.1% with Kashmiri speaking 
stranger; 37.6% while visiting office, hospital and market places; 29.8% for 
entertainment; 26% teacher-student relationship; 78.2% in watching TV; 86.4% in 
listening to radio broadcast; 62.5% in readii^ magazines, story books; 61.2% in 
reading newspq>er; 75.4% in writing to ck)se friends; 69.4% in writing to fiunily 
members; 74.1% in printing invitations; 30.3% in creative writings. 
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6.12% males have been found using English in locality; 26.4% in 
school, college, university; 0.6% in &mily domain; 8.3% v i^th colleagues; 32.2% 
with children; 3.2% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 23.4% v/iuie visiting office, 
hospital and market places; 12.4% for entertaiimient; 23.4% in teacher-student 
relationship; 38% in watching TV; 34.1% in listening to radio In-oadcast 47% in 
readily magazines, story books; 54.1% in reading new^aper; 48.3% vAais 
writing to ck)se friends; 31.4% vAnlc writing to &mily members; 52.2% in 
printing invitations; 34.8% for creative writings. 
3.2,2. Longwise Use by Females 
Table 3.1 shows that 98.2% females use Kashmiri in locality; 54.5% in 
school, college, university; 100% in &mily; 56.8% with colleagues; 70.4% with 
children; 95.4% voth Kashmiri speaking stranger; 65% while visiting office, 
hospital and market places; 87.5% for entertainment; 21.5% in teacher-student 
relationship; 78.4% in watching TV; 14.7% in reading magazines and story books; 
2.2% in writing to cbse friends; 2.2% in writing to &mily members; 14.7% in 
printing invitations; 4.5% for creative writings. 
Seen in Table, 20.4% use of Urdu has been found in locality; 43.1% in 
school, college, university; 11.3% in &mily; 27.8% with colleagues; 40.9% with 
children, 19.3% with Kashnuri speaking stranger; 37.1% while visiting office, 
hospital and market places; 32.5% for entertaiimient; 3% in teacha--student 
relationship; 78.4% in watching TV; 50% in readii^ magazines, story books; 
62.5% in reading newspaper; 48% in writing to close friends; 72.5%in writing to 
family members;!5.6% in printing invitations and 34% for creative writings. 
A cursory look at Table 3.1 reveals that 4.5% females use English in 
locality; 17% in school, college, university; 2.2% in family domain; 6.2% with 
colleagues; 26.1% with children; 3.4% with Kashmiri speaking stranger, 15.9% 
while visiting office, hospital and market places; 10.9% for entertaiimient; 9.8% in 
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teacher-student relationship; 36.3% in watching TV; 44.3% in reading magazines, 
story books; 47.7% in reading newspaper; 38.6 in writing to close friends; 28.6% 
in writing to femily members; 10.4% in printing invitations; 30.6% for creative 
writings. 
3.2.3. Findings 
1. Kashmiri is used by a very large percent of respondents for oral conmnmication. 
A significant change that we noticed was that a considerable number of these 
^)eakers also use Kashmiri for written communication like writing letters, 
poetry, stories etc. 
It can also be pointed out that Kashmiri speakers have a greater reading c£q)acity 
of Kashmiri script than writing. 
2. Urdu on the other hand has been found to play a very good role for writing 
purposes. 
3. English has been found to be used mainly for reading magazines and new^)apers. 
4. Females in general do not listen to radio broadcast programmes at all. 
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3.3. Language Use by Males and Females of Occupation 
Business 
3.3.1. Language Use by Males 
A thoroi^ look at Table 3.2 diows that 97.7% males use Kashmiri 
while talking to people in k)cality; 68.1% in School, college and imivasity 
domain; 95.4% in fiimily domain; 70.4% with colleagues; 90.9% with duldren; 
100% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 98.4% while visiting office, ho^ital and 
market places; 98.4% for entertainment; 19.6% in teacher-student relationshq); 
68.1% in watching T.V; 72.7% in listening to radio broadcast; 9% in reading 
magazines story books; 9% in printing invitations; 
Regarding Urdu Table 3.2 shows that 29.5% males use it in kx:ality; 
36.3% in school, college, university; 18.1% in femily domain; 29.5% with 
colle^^es; 31.8% with children; 13.6% with Kashmiri speaking strai^o; 36.3% 
while visiting office, hospital and market pkices; 28.7% for entertainment; 22.7% 
teacher-student relatwnship; 77.2% in watching TV; 86.3% in listening to radio 
broadcast; 81.8% in reading magazines, stoiy books; 77.2% in reading new^Kq)er; 
77.2% in writing to close friends; 81.8% in writing to femily members; 77.2% in 
printing invitations; 27.2% in creative writings. 
9% males of this speech community have been found using English in 
tocality; 22.7% in school, college, univwsity; 2.2% with colleagues; 22.7% with 
children; 9% with Kashmiri ^leaking stranger; 13.6% while visiting office, 
hospital and maricet places; 4.5% for entertainment; 13.6% in teacher-student 
relationship; 40.9% in watching TV; 40.9% in listening to radio broadcast. 50% in 
reading magazines, story books; 50% in reading newspaper; 45.4% while writing 
to close friends; 24.5% vMle writii^ to &mily members; 50% in printii^ 
invitations; 31.8% for creative writings. 
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3.5.2. Language Use by Females 
Note: Females of the Kashmiri speech community are not involved in business. 
3.3.3. Findings 
1. Women of the Kashmiri speech community are not involved in business. 
2. The business class males do not seem to possess the writing skill of the Kashmiri 
script but can read the script. 
3. More than 70 percent business class males can understand, read and write Urdu. 
4. A minimimi difference in the use of Urdu and English for creative writings has 
been found. 
Besides using Kashmiri for oral communication, this class also makes use of Urdu 
and English in different domains. 
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3.4. Language Use by Males and Females of Occupation 
Labour 
3,4.1. Language Use by Males 
Table 3.3 shows that 98% males use Kashmiri while talking to people in 
locality; 28.8% in school, college and university domain; 90% in &mily domain; 
69.2% with colleagues; 98% with children; 98% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 
95.5% while visiting office, hospital and market places; 97.4% for entertainment; 
15.3% in teacher-student relationship; 73% in watching T.V; 88.4% in listening to 
radio Ivoadcast; 7.6% in readii^ ms^azines, story books; 9.6% in printing 
invitations; 1.9% in creative writings. 
It is revealed from Table 3.3 that 15.3% males use Urdu in locality; 
11.5% in school, college, university; 3.8% in family domain; 3.8% with 
colleagues; 5.7% with children; 1.9% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 14.7% 
while visiting ofiBce, hospital and market places; 5.1% for entertainment; 7% 
teacher-student relationship; 75% in watching TV; 88.4% in listening to radio 
broadcast; 34.6% in reading magazines, story books; 30% in reading newspaper; 
92.3% in writing to close friends; 80% in writing to family members; 88.4% in 
printing invitations; 13.4% in creative writings. 
1.9% use English in family domain; 1.92% with children; 1.2% while 
visiting ofiBce, hospital and market places; 1.2% in teacher-student relationship; 
11.5% in watching TV; 7.6% in listening to radio broadcast. 7.9% in reading 
magazines, story books; 30.7% in reading newspq)er; 7.6% >^ 1iile writing to close 
friends; 1.1% while writing to frimily members; 28.8% in printing invitations; 
3.8% for oeative writings. 
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3.4.2. Language Use by Females 
Table 3.1 shows that 94.7% females use Kashmiri in locality; IS.7% in 
school, college, university; 100% in femily; S2.6% with colleagues; 94.7% with 
children; 94.7% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 89.4% vMe visiting ofi5ce, 
hospital and market places; 89.4% for entertainment; 1.7% in teacher-student 
relatranship; 84.2% in watching TV; 5.2% in reading magazines and story books; 
5.2% in printing invitations; 
As seen in Table 3.3, 2.63% respondents use Urdu in locality; 2.5% in 
school, college, university; 15.7% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 1.7% while 
visiting office, hospital and market places; 3.5% for entertainment; 3.5% in 
teacher-student relationship; 52.6% in watching TV; 15.7% in reading magazines, 
story books; 15.7% in reading newspaper, 100% in writing to cbse friends; 84.2% 
in writing to fiimily members; 84.2% in printii^ invitatwns and 5.2% for creative 
writings. 
For the English language females of occiqMtion labour have responded 
only to two contexts i.e. watching TV (15.7%) and printing invitation (31.5%). 
Actually labour class respondents were mostly illiterate so did not know English 
language. 
3.4.3. Fmdings 
1. A very small percentage of labour class males can read and write all three 
considered bmguages. 
2. Nearly 4 percent males of this occiqpatioQ ise English to express their thoxights 
by writing poetry etc. 
3. Urdu is also used by a very small percent^e of males in all domains. 
4. Ei^lish is also used by a very small pocentage in a few domains for oral 
communicatioa 
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5. A small percentage of females of this class have responded to a few domains 
where they make use of Urdu. 
6. With regard to English females have re^Mnded in the afBrmative to printing 
invitatbns and watching TV. This indicates that in both the cases, there was IK) 
need to know the script, as the respondents of this class were mostly illiterate. 
So &r as writing m Urdu is concerned, all the respondents (100%) have 
responded in the afBrmative. It does not mean that all the respoiKlents were able 
to write in Urdu, but these respondents take help from other literates for writing 
letters etc. 
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3.5. Language Use by Males and Females of Occupation 
Office-goers 
3.5. /. Language Use by Males 
As given in Table 3.4, 96.9%maies use Kashmiri while talking to 
people in locality; 81.8% in school college and university domaiiu 95.4% in 
family domain; 84% with colleagues; 89.3% with children; 93.9% with Kashmiri 
speaking stranger, 88.8% while visiting office, hospital and market places; 93.4% 
for entertainment; 43.4% in teacher-student relationship; 80.3% in watching TV; 
87.8% in listening to radio broadcast; 19.6% in reading magazines, story books; 
7.5% in writing to close friends; 9% in writing to femily members; 22.7% in 
printing invitations; 15.1% in creative writings. 
Table 3.4 shows that 38.6% males have reported the use of Urdu in 
bcality; 56% in school, college, university; 12.1% in fiunily domain; 43.9% with 
colleagues; 56% with children; 18.1% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 55.5% 
while visiting ofiBce, ho^ital and market places; 44.9% for entertainment; 33.8% 
teacher-student relationship; 86,3% in watching TV; 87.8% in listening to radio 
broadcast; 80.3% in reading magazines, story books; 89.3% in reading newspaper; 
75.7% in writii^ to close friends; 73.3% in writing to &mily members; 90.3% in 
printing invitations; 48.4% in creative writings. 
The same Table 3.4 shows that 9% males use English in locality; 
40.9% in school, college, university; 1.51% in femily domain; 1.1% with 
colleagues; 63.6% with children; 4.5% with Kashmiri speaking stranger, 40.4% 
while visiting ofBce, hospital and market places; 19.1% for entertainment; 35.8% 
in teacher-student relationship; 56% in watching TV; 51.5% in listening to radio 
broadcast. 81.8% in reading magazmes, story books; 87.8% in reading newspaper; 
77.2% while writing to ctose friends; 54.2% while writing to femily members; 
90.3% in printing invitations; 51.5% for creative writings. 
41 
3.5,2. Language Use by Females 
The resuks revealed through Table 3.4 shows that 34.6% females use 
Kashmiri in locality; 74.3% in school, college, university; 100% in fiunily; 57.6% 
with colleagues; 87.1% with children; 100% with Kashmiri sjpeakiag stranger; 
88% vAalc visiting ofi5ce, hospital and market places; 88% for entertainment; 
31.6% in teacher-student relationship; 79.4% in watchii^ TV; 23% in reading 
magazines and story books; 5.1% in writing to close friends; 4.1% in writing to 
family members; 23% in printing invitations; 7.6% for creative writings. 
A look at Table shows that 29.4% females use Urdu in tocality; 71.7% 
in School, college university; 31.5% in femily; 56.4% with colleagues; 79.4% 
with children, 28.2% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 72.6% while visiting 
office, hospital and market places; 51.2% for entertainment; 42.7% in teacher-
student relationship; 92.3% in watching TV; 84.6% in reading magazmes, story 
books; 92.3% in reading newspaper; 87.1% in writing to ctose friends; 76.9% in 
writing to fomily members; 84.6% in printing invitations and 46.1% for creative 
writings. 
A cursory look at Table 3,4 reveals that 7.6% females use English in 
bcality; 30.7% in school, college, university; 5.2% in femily domain; 14.1% with 
colleagues; 53.8% with children; 2.5% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 24.7% 
while visiting office, hospital and market places; 16.2% for entertainment; 27.3% 
in teacher-student relatronship; 56.4% in watching TV; 71.7% in reading 
magazines, story books; 79.4% in reading newspq)er; 69.2% in writing to ck)se 
friends; 52.3% in writing to femily members; 66.6% in printing invitations; 41% 
for creative writings. 
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3,5.3. Findings 
1. Male office-goers besides using Kashmiri exclusively in all considered domains 
also make use of Urdu and English with a substantial percentage in all situations. 
2. The maximum use of Urdu and Ei^lish has been found for reading and writing 
purposes. 
3. The working women make almost equal use of Kashmiri and Urdu in all those 
situations where oral communication takes place. 
4. Less than SO percent females use Kashmiri in k>cality which forms just less than 
half to the male populatioa 
5. Only 5 percent females of this class use English for oral communication, but on 
the other hand the use of English has been found very high (more than 60%) for 
writing purposes. 
The equal use of Kashmiri and Urdu by working females shows a strong influence 
of literacy iqx)n the speakers which can be an alarming signal for the survival of 
Kashmiri as a mother tongue. 
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3.6. Language Use by Females of Occupation Housewife 
It is seen from Table 3.5 that 97.6% females of this occiqMition use 
Kashmiri in locality; 42.8% in school, college, university; 100% in fimiily 
domain; 78.5% with colleagues; 42.8% with children; 95.2% with Kashmiri 
speaking stranger; 90.4% wiiile visiting office, hospital and market places; 92% 
for entertainment; 12.6% in teacher-student relationship; 85.7% in watching TV; 
14.2% in reading magazines and stoiy books; 1.9% in writing to &mily members; 
19% in printing invitations; 4.7% for creative writings. 
The results drawn in Table 3.5 shows that 14.2% housewives use Urdu 
in school, college university; 4.7% in &mily; 26.1% with colleagues; 4.7% with 
children, 9.5% with Kashmiri ^)eaking stranger; 20% >\iiile visiting office, 
hospital and market places; 15.8% for entertainment; 14.2% in teacher-student 
relationship; 85.7% in watching TV; 38% in reading magazines, stoiy books; 
57.1% in reading newq)^)er; 85.7% in writing to ctose friends; 84.7% in writing 
to femily members; 76.1% in printing invitations and 23.8% for creative writings. 
A cursory k)ok at the Table reveals that 4.7% females use English 
v^le visiting office, hospital and market places; 1.5% for entertainment; 3.1% in 
teacher-student relationship; 14.2% in watching TV; 33.3% in reading magazines, 
story books; 28.5% in reading newsp2q)er; 23.8% in writing to cbse friends; 18% 
in writing to femily members; 42.8% in printing invitations; 19% for creative 
writings. 
3,6.1, Findmgs 
1. Housewives use Urdu ak)ng with Kashmiri in all considered domains except in 
the locality ^ i^iere they exclusively use Kashmiri 
2. English is used only for writii^, reading and listening. 
3. Only 4-14 percent females of Ais class use Urdu for oral communication. 
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4. A very small percentage of these females use English only in teacher-student 
relationship and visiting offices etc. 
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3.7. Language Use by Males and Females of Occupation 
Student 
3.7.1. Language Use by Males 
As shown in Table 3.6, 93.3%n[iales use Kashmiri while talking to 
people in locality; 86.6% in school, college and university domain; 100% in 
femily domain; 6.66% with colleagues; 20% with children; 66.6% with Kashmiri 
speaking stranger; 64.4% while visiting office, hospital and market places; 84.4% 
for entertaiimient; 55.5% in teacher-student relationship; 46.6% in watching T.V; 
53.3% in listening to radio lnx>adcast; 13.3% in reading magazines, story books; 
2.6% in writing to &mily members; 26.6% in printing invitations. 
With respect to Urdu 43.3% males have been noticed using it in 
locality; 73.3% in school, college, university; 13.3% in fiunily domain; 33.3% 
with colleagues; 26.6% with children; 33.3% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 
35.5% -wtale visiting office, hospital and market places; 55.5% for entertainment; 
75.5% teacher-student relatwnsh^; 80% in watching TV; 86.6% in listening to 
radio broadcast; 60% in reading magazines, story books; 33.3% in reading 
newsp£^)er; 26.6% in writing to close friends; 22.6% in writing to &mily 
members; 53.3% in printing invitations; 20% in creative writings. 
Table 3.6 reveals that 10% males of this occiq>ation use English in 
k>cality; 66.6% in school, college, imiversity; 26.6% with children; 6.66% with 
Kashmiri speaking stranger; 40% while visiting office, hospital and market places; 
31.1% for entertainment; 77.7% in teacher-student relationship; 73.3% in 
watching TV; 73.3% in listening to radio broadcast. 86.6% in reading magazines, 
story books; 100% in reading newspaper; 100% v/bile writing to cbse friends; 
62.6% ^^lile writing to &mily members; 80% in printing invitations; 93.3% for 
creative writings. 
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3.7,2. Language Use by Females 
A look at Table 3.6 shows that 100% female students use Kashmiri in 
locality; 66.6% in school, college, university; 100% in fiimily; 27.7% with 
colleagues; 11.1% with children; 66.6% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 74% 
wiiile visiting office, hospital and market places; 81.4% for entertainment; 33.3% 
in teacher-student relationship; 88.8% in watching TV; 22.2% in printing 
invitations. 
As seen in Table 3.6, 38.8% of Urdu has been found used in k>cality; 
55.5% in school, college university; 33.3% in family; 11.1% with colleagues; 
11.1% with children, 44.4% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 44.4% while 
visiting office, hospital and market places; 51.8% for entertainment; 47.07% in 
teacher-student relationship; 77.7% in watching TV; 33.3% in reading magazines, 
story books; 66.6% in reading newspaper; 55.5% in writing to close friends; 
42.2% in writing to &mily members. 88.8% in printing invitations and 33.3% for 
creative writings. 
A thorough look at Table reveals that 16.6% females use English in 
locality; 33.3% in school, college, university; 11.1% in fimiily domain; 11.1% 
with children; 22.2% while visiting office, hospital and market places; 29.6% for 
entertainment; 29.6% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 44.4% in teacher-student 
relationship; 66.6% m watching TV; 88.8% in reading magazines, story books; 
100% in reading newsp^)er; 77.7% in writing to close friends; 48.8% in writing 
to frunily members; 88.8% in printing invitations; 88.8% for creative writings. 
3.7.3. Findings 
1. A very small percentage (2.6%) of male students use Kashmiri for writing 
purposes. 
2. Along with Kashmiri, Urdu is also used by a substantial percentage of male and 
female students in all domains. 
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3. Except in a few domains, English is used by both females and males for oral 
communication with a very high percentage (66.6%) in school, college, university 
domains by male students. 
4. Female students neither read nor write in Kashmiri. They use Kadmiiri only for 
oral purposes. 
5. Although Urdu and English find their use in all domains with varying percentages 
but English has taken leading role by both males and females in writing and 
reading a^)ects. 
6. The use of Kashmiri in printing invitations by the student class gives an indication 
of language loyalty by this class. 
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3.8. Language Use by Males and Females of Age Group 1 
(18-25 yrs.) 
3.8.1 Language Use by Males 
It can be seen from Table 3.7 that 98.6% males from ttie age group 1 
use Kashmiri while talking to people in locality; 62.1% in school, college and 
university domain; 94.5% in family domain; 29.7% with colleagues; 72.9% wiA 
children; 89.1% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 79.2% while \isiting office, 
hospital and market places; 92.7% for entertainmoit; 31.5% in teacher-student 
relationship; 70.5% in watching T.V; 59.4% in listening to radio broadcast; 5.4% 
in reading magazines, story books: 2.7% in writing to family members; 43.2 in 
printing invitations; 2.7% in creative writings. 
So far as Urdu is concerned. Table 3.7 shows that 29.7% males use it in 
localit}'; 37.8% in school, college, universit>'; 16.2% in family domain: 4% with 
colleagues; 27.6% with children; 16.2% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 34.2% 
while visiting office, hospital and market places; 27% for entertaiimient; 37.8% 
teacher-student relationship; 78.3% in watching TV; 86.4% in listening to radio 
broadcast; 51.3% in reading magazines, stoiy books; 51.3% in reading newspaper; 
67.5% in writing to close friends: 50.2% in writing to familj' members: 70.2% in 
printing invitations; 16.2% in creative writings. 
8.10% make use of English has been found as in locality; 35.1% in 
sdiool, college, university; 21.6% with children; 8.10% with Kashmiri speaking 
stranger; 19.8% while visiting office, hospital and market places; 9.9% for 
entertainment; 31.5% in teacher-student relationship; 37.8% in watching TV; 
29.7% in listening to radio broadcast. 40.5% in reading magazines, stoiy books; 
48.6% in reading newspaper; 43.2% while writing to close friends; 25.4% while 
writing to family members; 56.7% in printing invitations; 40.2% for creative 
writings. 
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3.8.2. Language Use by Females 
Table 3.7 reveals that 100% females use Kashmiri in locality; 41.1 % in 
school, college, university; 82.3% in family; 26.4% with colleagues; 76.4% with 
children; 94.1% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 94.1% while visiting office, 
hospital and market places; 90.1% for entertaiiunent: 19.6% in teacher-student 
relationship; 82.3% in watching TV; 5.8% in reading magazines and story books; 
1.1% in writing to family members; 5.8% in printing invitations. 
The same table 3.7 reveals that 17.6% use Urdu in locality; 41.1% in 
school, college university; 23.5% in family; 14.7% with colleagues; 17.6% with 
children, 11.7% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 35.2% while visiting office, 
hospital and market places; 25.4% for entertainment: 29.4% in teacher-student 
relationship; 76.4% in watching TV; 35.2% in reading magazines, stoiy books; 
52.9% in reading newspaper; 82.3% in writing to close friends; 57.6% in writing 
to family members. 76.4% in printing in\itations and 23.5% for creative writings. 
English is used 2.94% in locality; 11.7% in school, college, universitv-; 
5.88% in family domain; 5.8% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 9.8% while 
visiting office, hospital and market places; 7.8% for entertainment; 15.6% in 
teacher-student relationship; 52.9% in watching TV; 29.4% in reading magazines, 
story books; 29.4% in reading newspaper; 35.2% in writing to close friends; 
15.6% in writing to family members; 52.9% in printing in\itations; 29.4% for 
creative writings. 
3.8.3. Findings 
1. Age group 1 male respondents besides using Kasmiri for oral communication can 
also read and write Kashmiri, though onh' a ver>' small percentage know the 
script. 
53 
2. Urdu is used witti higher percentage than English by respondents of age group I in 
all domains except for creative writings, where English leads Urdu 
3. Hardly 1 percent females of this age group write in Kashmiri. 
4. Males make equal use of all three languages that were taken under consideration 
in teacher-student relationship. 
5. All most 60 percentage females of this age group seems to be literate, making use 
of all the three considered languages, Urdu playing the leading role. 
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3.9. Language Use by Males and Females of Age Group 2 
(26-50 yrs.) 
3.9.1. Language Use by Males 
As shown in Table 3.8, %.3% males of tfiis age group use Kashmiri 
while talking to people in locality; 63.8% in chooK college and university-
domain; 97.5% in family domain; 70.4% with colleagues: 89.1% wiA children; 
92.7% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 85.5% wiiile visiting office, hospital and 
market places; 91.9% for entertainment; 29.3% in teacher-student relationship: 
85.5% in watching T.V; 85.5% in listening to radio broadcast; 16.8% in reading 
magazines, story books; 3.6% in writing to close friends: 4.3% in writing to 
family members: 19.2% in printing invitations; 8.4% in creative writings. 
Table 3.8 shows that 35.5% males use Urdu in localitj'; 39.7% in 
school, college, universit>'; 10.8% in family domain: 37.3% with colleagues: 
46.9% wiA diildren: 12% with Kashmiri speaking stranger: 41.3% wiiile visiting 
office, hospital and market places; 35.3% for entertainment; 24.4% teacher-
student relationship; 66.2% in watching TV; 86.7% in Ustening to radio broadcast; 
67.4% in reading magazines, story books; 66.2% in reading newspaper; 73.4% in 
writing to close friends; 70.6% in writing to family members; 72.2% in printing 
invitations; 3.6% in creative writings. 
It has been found 7.83% males use Enghsh in locaUty; 27.7% in sdiool, 
college, universi^'; 1.2% in family domain; 12% with colleagues; 79.4% with 
children; 2.4% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 25.7% while visiting office, 
hospital and market places; 14.8% for entertainment; 39.3% in teacher-student 
relationship; 43.3% in watching TV; 36.1% in listening to radio broadcast. 54.2% 
in reading magazines, story books; 60.2% in reading newspaper: 54.2% while 
writing to dose friends; 49.6% while writing to family members: 49.3% in 
printing invitations; 38.5% in creative writings. 
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3,9,2, Language Use by Females 
A cursory look at Table 3.8 reveals that 92.4% females of age group 2 
use Kashmiri in locality; 64.15% in school, college, university; 100% in fiunily; 
54.7% with colleagues; 67.9% with children; 94.3% with Kashmiri q)eaking 
stranger; 84.9% vAak visiting ofBce, hospital and market places; 84.2% for 
entertainment; 24.5% in teiK^her-student relationship; 71.6% in watching TV; 
18.8% in reading magazines and story books; 3.7% in writing to ck>se Mends; 3% 
in writing to &mily members; 18.8% in printing invitations; 5.6% for creative 
writings. 
In Table 3.8 26% has been found using Urdu in k>cality; 47% in 
School, college university; 75.4% in fiunily; 37.7% with colleagues; 49% with 
children, 18.8% with Kashmiri q)eaking stranger; 40.2% while visiting office, 
hospital and market places; 40.2% for entertaimnent; 35.2% in teacher-student 
relationshq); 79.2% in watching TV; 58.4% in reading magazines, story books; 
47.1% in reading newspaper; 81.1% in writing to ck>se friends; 70.9% in writing 
to fiunily members75.4 in printing invitations and 37.7% for creative writings. 
The same table shows that 7.5% females use English in bcality; 16.S>% 
in school, college, university; 16.9% in femily domain; 8.4% with colleagues; 
32% with children; 3.77% with Kadmiiri q>eaking stranger; 8.2% while visiting 
office, ho^ital and market places; 12.5% for entertainment; 18.2% in teacher-
student relatmnship; 32% in watching TV; 47.1% in reading ms^azines, story 
books; 54.7% in reading new^)q)er; 41.5% in writing to ck>se friends; 32.8% in 
writing to femily members; 52.8% in printing invitations; 33.9% for creative 
writings. 
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3.9J. Findings 
1. More than 70 peTx:ent male respondents of this age group use English ^\iiile 
talking to children. 
2. About 20 percent age group 2 speakers can read Kashmiri and they also write in 
' Kashmiri. 
3. Females of this age group make equal use of Urdu and English for creative 
purposes. 
4. Quite a good number. (16.9%) of females use English in fomily domain while 
contrary results are found in the males of the same age group (1.2%). 
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3.10. Language Use by Males and Females of Age Group 3 
(51 yrs. and above) 
3.10.1. Language Use by Males 
A cursoiy look at Table 3.9 shows that 100% males of age group 3 use 
Kashmiri while talking to people in locality; 57.1 % in school, college and 
university domain; 97.1% in family domain; 94.2% with colleagues; 82.8% with 
children; 97.1% witfi Kashmiri speaking stranger; 98% while visiting office, 
hospital and market places; 94.2% for entertainmoit; 31.4% in teacher-student 
relationship; 82.8% in watching T.V; 97.1% in listening to radio broadcast; 11.4% 
in reading magazines, stoiy books; 8.5% in writing to close friends; 6.8% in 
writing to family members; 22.8% in printing invitations; 8.5% in creative 
writings. 
Table 3.9 shows that 21.4% make use of Urdu in locality; 25.7% in 
school, college, university; 2.85% in family domain; 21.4% witfi colleagues; 
31.4% with children; 14.2% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 32.3% vsliile 
visiting office, hospital and market places; 20.9% for oitertainmoit; 17.1% 
teacher-student relationship; 80% in watching TV; 85.7% in listoiing to radio 
broadcast; 62.8% in reading magazines, stoiy books; 60% in reading newspaper; 
88.5% in writing to close friends; 66.8% in writing to family members; 82.8% in 
printing invitations; 28.5% in creative writings. 
14.2% of male respondoits has been found using English in sdiool, 
college, university; 8.5% witfi colleagues; 31.4% with diildren; 20.9% while 
visiting office, hospital and market places; 4.76% for oitertainmoit; 15.2% in 
teacher-student relationship; 25.7% in watching TV; 34.2% in listening to radio 
broadcast. 37.1% in reading magazines, stoiy books; 45.7% in reading newspq)er, 
40% vAuie writing to close friends; 41.1% wiiile writing to family members; 
54.2% in printing invitations; 20% for creative writings. 
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3,10.2, Language Use by Females 
Table 3.9 shows that 100% females of age groiq) 3 use Kashmiri in 
locality; 38.8% in school, college, university; 100% in fiunily; 91.6% with 
colleagues; 72.2% with children; 100% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 96.2% 
vAnle visiting office, hospital and market places; 94.4% for ratertainment; 14.8% 
in teacher-student relationship; 94.4% in watching TV; 11.1% in reading 
magazines and story books; 1.1% in writing to fiunily members; 11.1% in 
printing invitations; S.S% for creative writings. 
The same Table 3.9 shows 16.6% females of this age group as use Urdu 
in k)cality; 33.3% in School, college university; 5.5% in femily; 41.6% with 
colleagues; 38.8% with children, 27.7% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 37% 
vfiule visiting office, hospital and market places; 25.9% for entertainment; 16.6% 
in teacher-student relationship; 77.7% in watching TV; 38.8% in reading 
magazines, story books; 61.1% in reading newspaper; 94.4% in writing to close 
friends; 95.5% in writing to fiunily members; 88.8% in printing invitatk>ns and 
33.3% for creative writings. 
The Table also reveals that 2.77% of English has been found used in 
bcality; 22.2% in school, college, university; 5.55% with colleagues; 33.3% with 
children; 14.8% ^Me visiting office, ho^ital and market places; 9.2% for 
entertainn^nt; 11.1% in teacher-student relatk>nship; 33.3% in watching TV; 50% 
in reading magazines, story books; 44.4% in reading newspaper; 33.3% in writing 
to ck>se friends; 30% in writing to fiunily members; 50% in printii^ invitations; 
22.2% for creative writings. 
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3J0J. Findings 
1. Age groups 3 respondents besides using Kashmiri for all purposes also use Urdu 
in all domains. English has also been used in a few domains for oral 
communication. Though, both English and Urdu are used with high percentage 
for writing purpose. 
2. The low response towards all the three considered languages in teacher-student 
relationshq) means that all the respondents were not literate. 
3. The respondents do iK>t use English with fiunily members and Kashmiri ^leaking 
stranger. 
4. T h o i ^ Kashmiri is not taught formally in schools, still a considerable percentage 
(8.5%) of males write in Kashmiri and females too make use of Kashmiri for 
creative writings. 
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3.11. Language Use by Males and Females of Educational 
Class 1 (Illiterate) 
5. /1.1. Language Use by Males 
As givoi in Table 3.10 100% males use Kashmiri while talking to 
people in locality; 100% in family domain; 92% witfi colleagues; 100% witti 
children; 100% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 96% while visiting oflSce, 
hospital and market places; 97.3% for entertainmoit; 88% in watching T.V; 92% 
in Ustening to radio broadcast; 4% in reading magazines, stoiy books; 8% in 
printing invitations. 
So far as tfie written use of Urdu language is concemed, 89%-100% 
males and females have reported its use for writing purposes, the reason for it is 
Aat ftese people need help of interpreters and trandators as they are able to 
understand Urdu language, they instruct translators to use the same. 
2% illiterate males have reported use of Urdu in locality; 2% witii 
colleagues; 40% in watching TV; 80% in Ustening to radio broadcast; 4% in 
reading magazines, stoiy books; 4% in reading newspaper; 96% in writing to 
close fiiends; 88% in writing to family members; 92% in printing invitations; 
Males ynOi respect to &iglish have responded only to watching TV 
(4%) listening to radio broadcast (4%) and printing invitations (20%). 
3.11,2. Language Use by Females 
The results from table 3.10 show tfiat 97.3% females use Kashmiri in 
locality; 100% in family; 48.2% witii colleagues; 78.9% with children; 100% 
with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 100% wiiile visiting office, hospital and market 
64 
places; 100% for entertainment; 84.2% in watching TV; 5.2% in printing 
invitati(His; 
For Urdu only four situations,i.e., watching TV, writing to dose friends 
and family members and printing invitations have been responded to. And the 
En^sh language has been confined only to printing invitations. 
3,11.3. Findings 
1. It can be understood from &e responses to questions like reading newspaper, 
magazines, listening to radio broadcast and watching TV diat males of 
educational class 1 (illiterate) can understand and read Urdu. 
2. A veiy small percentage (2%) of males also speak Urdu. 
3. Females of this educaticmal class understand Urdu as well. 
4. 4 percoit males listen to radio broadcast and watdi TV in English. And these 
respcNidents use Engli^ only for printing invitations. 
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3.12. Language Use by Males and Females of Educational 
Class 2 (Literate) 
3.12,1, Language Use by Males 
A thorough exaniination of Table 3.11 reveal diat 96.6% males from 
educational class 2 use Kashmiri vAaie talking to people in locality; 73.3% in 
sdiool, college and university domain; 97.1% in family domain; 60.9% wift 
colleagues; 85.7% wiA children; 90.4% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 84.1% 
yMlQ visiting ofiBce, hospital and market places; 85.3% for entertainment; 36.5% 
in teacher-student relationship; 79% in watching T.V; 80% in listening to radio 
broadcast; 15.2% in reading magazines, stoiy books; 3.8% in writing to close 
friends; 4.7% in writing to family monbers; 15.2% in printing invitations; 7.6% 
in creative writings. 
37.1% males of this class have been found using Urdu in locality; 
45.7% in school, college, university; 13.3% in family domain; 26.6% wiA 
colleagues; 42.8% with chOdroi; 19% witfi Kashmiri speaking stranger; 30.7% 
vMie visiting o£Bce, hospital and market places; 34.6% for entertainment; 29.2% 
teacher-student relationship; 0.8% in watching TV; 86.6% in listening to radio 
broadcast; 77.1% in reading magazines, stoiy books; 71.4% in reading newsp^er; 
74.2% in writing to close friends; 62.6% in writing to family members; 72.3% in 
printing invitations; 33.3% in creative writings. 
Table 3.11 shows tfiat 6.19% literate males use Eng^^ in locality; 
27.6% in school, college, university; 0.9% in family domain; 10.4% with 
colleagues; 31.4% with childroi; 4.7% wift Kashmiri speaking stranger, 23.1% 
yAa\s visiting office, hospital and market places; 11.1% for entertainment; 25.7% 
in teadier-student relationship; 42.8% in watching TV; 37.1% in listening to 
radio broadcast. 47.1% in reading magazines, stor>' books; 59% in reading 
newspaper; 52.3% while writing to close friends; 37.1% while writing to family 
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members; 31.8% in writing to family members;SS.2% in printing invitations; 
35.2% for creative writings. 
3.12.2. Language Use by Females 
The results from Table 3.11 can be put as, 98.1% females use Kashmiri 
in locality; 67.2% in school, college, university; 100% in family; 52.7% wiA 
colleagues; 67.2% witii children; 94.5% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 78.7% 
vMlc visiting ofiBce, hospital and market places; 84.2% for entertainment; 26.6% 
in teacher-studoit relationship; 78.1% in watdiing TV; 21.8% in reading 
magazines and stoiy books; 3.6% in writing to close friends; 3.6% in writing to 
family members; 18.1% in printing invitations; 7.2% for creative writings. 
As seen in Table ttiat 24.5% females use Urdu in locality; 3.6% in 
school, college university; 109% in family; 44.5% with colleagues; 43.6% with 
children, 21.8% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 46.6% while visiting ofBce, 
hospital and market places; 35.7% for oitertainmoit; 34.5% in teacher-student 
relationship; 85.4% in watdiing TV; 63.6% in reading magazines, stoiy books; 
81.8% in reading newspaper, 65.4% in writing to close friends; 71.6% in writing 
to family members. 70.9% in printing invitations and 45.4% for creative writings. 
A cursory look at Table 3.11 reveals that 4.54% females use English in 
locaUty; 14.5% in school, college, university; 3.6% in family domain; 8.1% with 
colleagues; 23.6% witti diildroi; 5.4% witfi Kashmiri speaking stranger; 12.7% 
while visiting office, hospital and market places; 9% for entertainment; 15.1% in 
teacher-student relationship; 45.4% in watching TV; 49% in reading magazines, 
stoiy books; 52.7% in reading newspaper; 41.8% in writing to close friends; 
29.4% in writing to family members; 54.5% in printing invitations; 29% for 
creative writings. 
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3,12.3. Findings 
1. A negligible percentage of males use English with family members. 
2. Males of educational class 2 do not watch Urdu programmes but females of die 
same educational class watch Urdu programmes with a very higli percentage 
(85.4%). 
3. All tiiree considered languages were used by the respondents in teacher-student 
relationship with varying percentages, Urdu leading in case of females and 
Kashmiri in males. 
4. A considerable percentage of respondents can read and write the Kashmiri 
language. 
5. For reading and writing purposes, Urdu is used more frequently than English. 
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3.13. Language Use by Males and Females of Educational 
Class 3 (Professional) 
3.13.1. Language Use by Males 
All tiie males of This educati<mal class have been found using Kashmiri 
while talking to people in locality; 76.% in school, college and university domain; 
92% in family domain; 60% with colleagues; 76% v^th children; 69% with 
Kashmiri speaking stranger; 89.3% while visiting office, hospital and maricet 
places; 92% for entertaiiunent; 37.3% in teacher-student relationship; 76% in 
watching T.V; 80% in listening to radio broadcast; 12% in reading magazines, 
story books; 8% in writing to close friends; 7.2% in writing to family members; 
32% in printing invitations; 12% in creative writings. 
So far as Urdu is concerned, Table shows 4iat 34% males from 
professional class use Urdu in locality; 48% in school, college, university; 12% in 
family domain; 46% with colleagues; 60% with children; 8% witfi Kashmiri 
speaking stranger; 46.6% while visiting office, hospital and market places; 40% 
for entertainment; 37.3% teacher-studait relationship; 80% in watching TV; 92% 
in listening to radio broadcast; 60% in reading magazines, story books; 76% in 
reading newspaper; 60% in writing to close friends; 59.2% in writing to family 
members; 64% in printing invitations; 48% in creative writing 
12% males were found making use of English in locality; 48% in 
school, college, university; 8% with colleagues; 68% with children; 37.3% wliile 
visiting office, hospital and market places; 24% for entertaiiunent; 37.3% in 
teacher-student relationship; 52% in watching TV; 52% in listening to radio 
broadcast. 92% in reading magazines, story books; 88% in reading newspaper; 
80% while writing to close friends; 61.6% while writing to family members; 72% 
in printing invitations; 68% for creative writings. 
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3.13,2. Language Use by Females 
Table 3.12 shows that 100% females of professional class use Kashmiri 
in locality; 78.5% in school, college, university; 100% in family; 42.8% with 
colleagues; 71.4% with children; 92.8% with Kashmiri speaking stranger; 78.5% 
while visiting office, hospital and market places; 83.3% for entertainment; 30.9% 
in teacher-student relationship; 71.4% in watching TV; 7.1% in reading magazines 
and stoiy books; 14.2% in printing invitations;. 
As seen in Table 32.1% of professional class females use Urdu in 
locality; 40% in school, co l l ie university; 28.5% in family; 39.2% with 
colleagues; 85.7% with children, 35.7% wiA Kashmiri speaking stranger; 50% 
wiiile visiting office, hospital and market places; 50% for entertainment; 57.1% in 
teacher-student relationship; 78.5% in watching TV; 64.2% in reading magazines, 
story books; 71.4% in reading newspiq>er; 64.2% in vmting to close friends; 
54.2% in writing to family membos; 48% in printing invitations and 35.7% for 
creative writings. 
The same table 3.12 shows diat 10.7% females have been noticed to use 
English in locality; 50% in school, college, university; 7.14 with colleagues; 7.1 
witfi childroi; 33.3% while visiting office, hospital and market places; 33.3% for 
entertainment; 42.8% in teacher-student relationship; 64.2% in watching TV; 
85.7% in reading magazines, story books; 92.8% in reading newspaper; 78.5% in 
writing to close friends; 58.5% in writing to family members; 78.5% in printing 
invitations; 78.5% for creative writings. 
3.13.3. Findings 
1. Professional class respondoits do not use English widi family membos and with 
a Kashmiri speaking stranger. 
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2. A major respondoits' population make use of English while talking to children 
(68% males & 71% females). 
3. &iglish also takes lead in reading and writing situations. 
4. Creative woiks are carried out mostly in English. 
5. Males read as well as write in Kashmiri. 
6. Females can only read Kashmiri. 
7. Both males as well as females use Kashmiri for printing invitations. 
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3.14. Concluding Remarks 
Urdu and English languages are taught formally Aroughout the state. 
Thus, it is obvious that these two languages must be playing a good role in formal 
settings and in conununication Arough writing. The major development that we 
have noticed is tfiat the Kashmiri language, whidi is neither taught in schools nor 
used ofiBcially, still has found its role in communication through writing by the 
respondents belonging to the occupations: ofiQce goers, housewives and studoits. 
Along with &e age groups I and 2, age group 3 has shown a significant increase 
in writing aspect. A small percentage of professional and literate class 
respondents make use of Kashmiri for writing, but at the same time, we have 
noticed that females of professional class do not use Kashmiri at all. 
One more striking feature tiiat we have come across after the analysis of 
die present chapter was that females of all classes do not listen to radio broadcast 
programmes in any considered language. The single reason behind this result 
may be the maximum use of TV sets. 
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CHAPTER - 4 
Language Preferences by 
The Kashmiri Speech Community 
CHAPTER-4 
Language preferences by the Kashmiri Speech 
Community 
4.1. Introductioii 
Language is a social bdiaviour. It is closely tied iq> widi sodal 
structure. The relationships between language and society have been en^>hasized 
by many scholars. Setelxainihov (1972 : 419) emidiasizes tfus fact in tfie 
following words: 
"Language as a social phenomenon serves society in all domains 
of life and, what is more, is itself created and moulded by society" 
Furttiermore, in using a language in social practice people display 
dififerent attitude to Ihe same linguistic phenomena They prefer some of them 
and reject others. Since the social factors determine different social evaluations of 
linguistic phenomena; fliey also become an object of sociolinguistic anafysis. 
Language is an indispoisable tool of social survival, hence its 
importance cannot be denied in every walk of life. In tiiis chapter we analyse the 
language preferences amcmg ttie Kashmiri speech community with the help of 
statistical support. It was not possible for us at present to consider all fte 
situations for analysis. We have made efforts to take into consideration ttie most 
important situations, so as, to analyse die preferences given to Kashmiri, Urdu and 
English by the individuals of this community. The aiudysis of preferences in 
relation to Kashmiri, Urdu and English has been made with respect to four social 
variables, viz.. Age, Educaticm, Occupation and Sex. The twdve differait 
situati(Mis considered for evaluaticm of prefo^nces are as follows: 
1. Medium of instructicm fot children (Situati<m 1). 
2. Making social contacts (Situation 2). 
3. A multilingual Kashmiri speech community (Situation 3). 
4. Most ideal medium of instruction at primary school level (Situatidn.;^): 
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5. Most ideal medium of instruction at secondary school level (Situation 5). 
6. Most ideal medium of instruction at college level (Situation 6). 
7. For securingjobs (Situation 7). 
8. Pursuing higgler education (Situation 8). 
9. Communicating with otiier groups (Situation 9). 
10. Performing religious practices/activities (Situation 10). 
11. Welcoming/departing from guests, relatives, friends, etc. (Situation 11). 
12. For oflScial purposes (Situation 12). 
Two more questions were put to respondents of which one was relating 
to tiie use of tiie Kashmiri language as the medium of instiuction at different 
levels of education, administration and mass media. Anotiier question was 
relating to the use of Kashmiri, Urdu and English in writing and speaking. Table 
4.13 to 4.18 shows tfie percentage distribution of these two questions. 
4.2. Language Preferences by Males and Females in Twelve 
Situations 
4.2,1. Language Preferences by Males 
Table 4.1 shows that 10.5% males prefer Kashmiri; 15.1% Urdu and 
74.4% English as the medium of instruction for tiieir children. In making social 
contacts 67.8% prefer Kashmiri 67.8%; 20.7% Urdu; 11.5% English. 62% males 
of tiiis community have reported to prefer Kashmiri; 22% Urdu; 16% English in a 
Kashmiri multilingual settings. 30.6% have reported Kashmiri; 24.8% Urdu and 
44.6% English as the most ideal medium of instruction at primary school level. 
Whereas, 6.5% have preferred Kashmiri; 22.6% Urdu; 70.9% EngUsh as tiie most 
ideal medium of instruction at secondary school level. 4.7% have shown their 
preferences towards Kashmir; 9.3% Urdu; 86% English as flie most ideal 
medium of instructi<m at college level. For securing jobs 11.9% have preferred 
Kashmiri; 26.7% Urdu; 61.4% English. To pursue higher education 22.2% prefer 
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Kashmiri; 18.9% Urdu; 58.9% Engjisli. To communicate wifli olfaer groups 
39.1% of male respondents |vefer Kashmiri; 31.4% Urdu and 29.5% English. 
Whereas, 58.1% have shown inferences towards Kashmiri; 12.9% to Urdu; 29% 
to English for poforming idigious activities. In welcomingAlqiarting from 
guests, frioids and relatives 78.1% have preferred Kashmiri; 15.5% Urdu; 6.4% 
&iglish. So far as the language suitable for official use widun tiie state is 
c(Hicemed, 48.2% have preferred Kashmiri; 26.2% Urdu and 25.6% En^i^. 
4.2,2, Language prrferences by females 
As the females of Kashmiri speech conununity are concerned, Table 4.1 
reveals tiiat 9.9% prefer Kashmiri; 16.7% Urdu; 73.4% English as tfie medium of 
instruction for tiieir diildroL Similar^ 74% have preferred Kaduniri; 18.3% 
Urdu; 7.7% English for making social contacts. While in Kashmiri multilingual 
settings 66.7% have preferred use of Kashmiri; 25.8% Urdu and 7.5% English. 
Females of flds community seons to prefer Kashmiri 27.3%; 28.5% Urdu; 44.2% 
&i^ish as Ibe most ideal medium of instruction at the primary school level. 
Whereas, 6.1% prefer Kashmiri; 19.7% Urdu; 74.2% English as die most ideal 
medium of instruction at seccmdary school level. 6.8% females i»efer Kashmiri; 
5.7% Urdu; 87.5% &igliiii as die most ideal medium of instruction at college 
level. 12.9% females have reported preferences towards Kashmiri regarding 
securing jobs; 23.1% towards Urdu and 64% towards EngUdli. 23.7% have 
shown their preferences towards Kashmiri; 11.9% Urdu; 64.4% English with 
respect to pursuing higher educatioiL Whereas, communicating wifii other groups 
39% prefer Kashmiri; 28.8% Urdu; 32.2% EngUsh. 46.2% have rqwrted to prefer 
Kashmiri; 8.7% Urdu; 45.1% English for performing religious inractices. In 
welcoming/departing from guests, relatives, friends, etc. 82.3% prefer Kashmiri; 
17.7% Urdu. For ofiBcial use of language 47.4% prefer Kashmiii; 24.7% Urdxi; 
27.9% EngUsh. 
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43, Language Preferences by Males and Females of 
Occupation Business -^  
4.3.1. Language Preferences by Males 
Table 4.2 shows that 3.1% males prefer Kashmiri; 16.7% Urdu; 80.2% 
EngUsh as &e medium of instruction for ttieir childroi. For making social 
contacts 72.8% prefer Kashmiri; 13.7% Urdu; 13.5% English. 56.1% nudes of 
tfiis conununity have rqwrted to prefer Kashmiri; 33.4% Urdu; 10.5% English in 
a Kashmiri multilingual settings. 12.1% have reported Kashmiri; 34.9% Urdu; 
53% English as the most ideal medium of instruction at primary school level. 
Whereas, 27.3% prefer Urdu and 72.7% English as the most ideal medium of 
instruction at secondary school level. 1.5% males have shown their preferences 
towards Kashmiri; 10.6% Urdu; 87.9% English as the most ideal medium of 
instruction at college level. For securing jobs 18.2% have preferred Kashmiri; 
27.3% Urdu; 54.5% Qiglish. To pursue higher education 27.3% prefer Kashmiri; 
22.7% Urdu; 50% &iglish. To communicate with other groups 30.3% of male 
respondents prefer Kadimiri; 39.4% Urdu and 30.3% English. Whereas, 54.6% 
have shown preferraces towards Kadimiri; 9.1% Urdu and 36.3%English for 
performing religious activities. In welcoming/departing from guests, friends and 
relatives 77.3% have preferred Kashmiri; 18.2% Urdu; 4.5% English. So far as 
langiiage suitable for official use within the state is concerned, 56.1% have 
preferred Kashmiri; 28.9% Urdu and 15% English. 
4.3.2. Language Preferences by Females 
Note: The females of Kashmiri speech community are not involved in 
occupation business. 
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4.4. Language Preferences by Males and Females of 
Occupation Labour 
4.4.1. Language Preferences by Males 
It can be seen from Table 4.3 ttiat 17.3% males of occupation labour 
prefer Kashmiri; 11.5% Urdu; 55.7% English as the medium of instruction for 
tiidr children. In making social contacts 92.3% prefer Kaduniri; Urdu 7.7%. The 
males of this community have reported to prefer 87.8% Kashmiri; 12.2% Urdu in 
Kashmiri multilingual settings. 24.4% have reported Kashmiri; 16.7% Urdu; 
58.9% English as tfie most ideal medium of instruction at primary school level. 
Whereas, 46.2% have preferred Kashmiri and 53.8% English as the most ideal 
medium of instruction at secondary school level. 1.9% males have shown ttieir 
preferences towards Kashmir; 1.9% Urdu; 94.2% Eng^sh as tiie most ideal 
medium of instruction at college level. For securing jobs 2.5% have preferred 
Kashmiri; 46.1% Urdu; 44.2% English. To pursue higher education 23.7% prefer 
Kashmiri; 23.7% Urdu; 52.6% English. To communicate with otfier groups 
62.9% of male respondents prefer Kashmiri; 30.2% Urdu and 6.9% English. 
Whereas, 64.8% have shown preferences towards Kashmiri; 7.1% Urdu; 
28.1%English for performing religioxis activities. In welcoming/departing from 
guests, friends and relatives 93.6% have preferred Kashmiri and 6.4% Urdu. So 
far as the language suitable for official use within the state is concerned, 64.1% 
have preferred Kashmiri; 31.4% Urdu and 4.5% English. 
4.4.2. Language Preferences by Females 
The same table 4.3 reveals that 4.4% females prefer Kashmiri; 20.2% 
Urdu; 75.4% E n g ^ as ttie medium of instruction for their children. 94.7% 
female have preferred only Kashmiri for making social contacts. While in 
Kashmiri multilingual settings 89.4% have preferred Kashmiri; 5.2% Urdu. As tfie 
most ideal medium of instruction at the primary school level 15.7% females of 
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Has community seems to prefer Kashmiri; 21% Urdii; 63.1% English. IS.7% 
prefer Urdu; En^ish 84.2% as the most ideal medium of instruction at secondary 
sdiool level. Only &igbsh has been preferred by females (94.7%) of tfiis group 
as the most ideal medium of instruction at college level. 12.3% females have 
reported preferences regarding securing jobs towards Kashmiri; 54.4% Urdu and 
33.3% English. 17.6% have shown dieir preferences towards Kashmiri; 12.3% 
Urdu; 70.1% English with respect to pursuing hi^er education. While 
communicating with other groups 66.7% prefer Kashmiri; 19.4% Ihdu; 13.9% 
English. 68.4% have reported to prefer Kashmiri and 31.5% &iglish for 
performing religious practices. In welcoming/departing from guests, relatives, 
friends, etc. 98.3% prefer Kashmiri; 1.7% Urdu. For official use of language 58% 
prefer Kashmiri; 31.6% Urdu; 10.4% Engbsh. 
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4.5. Language Preferences by Males and Females of 
Occupation Office-goers 
4.5J. Language Preferences by Males 
A cursory bok at Table 4.4 shows that 11.6% males of this occi^ Mition 
prefer Kashmiri; 19.2% Urdu; 69.2% English as the medium of instruction for 
their children. In making social contacts 65.1% prefer Kashmiri; 28.7% Urdu; 
6.2% English. 45.5% males of this community have reported to prefer Kashmiri; 
30.3% Urdu; 24.1% English in Kahmiri multilingual settings. 41.4% have 
reported Kashmiri; 29.3% Urdu; 29.3% English as the most ideal medium of 
instruction at primary school level Whereas, 12% have preferred Kashmiri; 
26.8% Urdu; 61.2% English as the most ideal medium of instruction at secondary 
school level. 8.6% males have shown their preferences towards Kashmiri; 13.1% 
Urdu %; 78.3% English as the most ideal medium of instruction at college level. 
For securing jobs 8.6% have preferred Kashmiri; 20.7% Urdu; 70.7% English-
To pursue higher education 16.7% prefer Kashmiri; 16.7% Urdu; 66.6% English. 
To communicate with other groups 27.8% of male respondents prefer Kashmiri; 
32.3% Urdu and 39.9% English. Whereas, 58.1% have shown preferences 
towards Kashmiri; 15.6% to Urdu; 26.3% to English for performing religious 
activities. In welcoming/departing from guests, friends and relatives 69.7% have 
preferred Kashmiri; 19.7% Urdu; 10.6% English. So &r as the language suitable 
for official use within the state is concerned, 29.8% have preferred Kashmiri; 
26.8% Urdu and 43.4% English. 
4,5.2. Language Preferences by Females 
It can be seen fix)m Table 4.4 that 8.6% prefer Kashmiri; 18.8% Urdu; 
72.6% English as the medium of instruction for their childrea Similarly 59.8% 
have preferred Kashmiri; 31.6% Urdu; 8.6% English for making social con!Uu:ts. 
While in Kashmiri multilingual settings 46.2% have preferred use of Kashmiri; 
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46.2% Urdu and 7.6% English. 40.2% females of this community seems to prefer 
Kashmiri; 32.5% Urdu; 27.3% English as the most ideal medium of instruction at 
the primary school level Whereas, 6.9% i»efer Kashmiri; 27.4% Urdii; 65.7% 
English as the most ideal medium of instruction at secondary school level. 6.3% 
females prefer Kashmiri; 8.6% Urdu; 85.1% English as the most ideal medium of 
instruction at college level. 15.4% females have reported preferences regarding 
securing jobs towards Kashmiri; 23.1% Urdu and 61.5% English. 35.1% have 
shown their preferences towards Kashmiri; 9.5% Urdu; 55.4% English with 
respect to pursuing higher education. Whereas, communicating with other gro\q>s 
33.3% prefer Kashmiri; 35.9% Urdu; 30.8% English. 61.6% have reported to 
prefer Kashmiri; 7.7% Urdu; 30.7% English for performing religious practices. In 
welcoming/departing from guests, relatives and friends, etc. 76.1 % prefer 
Kashmiri and 23.9% Urdu. For ofQcial use of language 41% prefer Kashmiri; 
30.8% Urdu; 28.2% English. 
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4.6. Language Preferences by Females of Occupation 
Housewife 
12.7% housewives of Kashmiri speech community prefer Kashmiri; 
17.5% Urdu; 69.8% English as the medium of instruction for their children. 88.9% 
have preferred Kashmiri; 7.9% Urdu; 3.2% English for making social contacts. 
While in Kashmiri multilingual settings 88.9% have preferred use of Kadimiri; 
8% Urdu and 3.1% English. 19.1% females of this conununity seem to prefer 
Kashmiri; 28.6% Urdu and 52.3% English as the most ideal medium of instruction 
at tiie primary school level. Whereas, 12.7% prefer Kashmiri; 8% Urdu; 79.3% 
English as die most ideal medium of instruction at secondary school level. 14.2% 
females prefer Kashmiri; 4.7% Urdu; 80.9% English as the most ideal medium of 
instruction at college level. 14.3% females have reported preferences regarding 
securing jobs towards Kashmiri; 4.8% Urdu and 80.7% English. 15.9% have 
shown their preferences towards Kashmiri; 11.1% Urdu; 73% English witfi 
respect to pursuing higher education. Whereas, communicating with other groups 
28.6% prefer Kashmiri; 28.6% Urdu; 42.8% English. 66.7% have reported to 
prefer Kashmiri; 9.5% Urdu; 23.8% English for performing religious practices. In 
welcoming/departing from guests, relatives, friends, etc. 85.7% prefer Kashmiri; 
9.5% Urdu; 4.8% English. For ofBcial use of tfie language 36.6% prefer 
Kashmiri; 41.3% Urdu; 22.1% English. 
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4.7. Language Preferences by Males and Females of 
Occupation Student 
4.7.1. Language Preferences by Males 
A fhorougji look at Table 4.6 shows that 11.1% males prefer Urdu; 
88.9% English as the medium of instruction for their children. In making social 
contacts, 53.4% prefer Kashmiri; Urdu 20%; English 26.6%. The males of this 
community have reported to prefer 46.7% Kashmiri; 13.3% Urdu; 40% EngUsh in 
Kashmiri multilingual settings. 31.1% have reported Kashmiri; 17.8% Urdu; 
Sl.1% &iglish as the most ideal medium of instruction at primary school level. 
Whereas, 6.6% have preferred Kashmiri; 23.3% Urdu; 70.1% English as the most 
ideal medium of instruction at secondary school level. 6.6% males have shown 
tiieir preferences towards Kashmir; 8.1% Urdu; 85.3% EngUsh as tiie most ideal 
medium of instruction at coUege level. For securing jobs 6.6% have preferred 
Kashmiri; 86.6% English. To pursue higher education 31.2% prefer Kashmiri; 
4.5% Urdu; 64.3% English. To communicate with other groups 17.8% of males 
prefer Kashmiri; 17.8% Urdu and 64.4% English. Whereas, 33.3% have shown 
preferences towards Kashmiri; 26.6% to Urdu; 33.3% to Enghsh for performing 
reUgious activities. In welcoming/departing from guests, friends and relatives 
57.8% have preferred Kashmiri: 24.5% Urdu; 17.7% English. So far as the 
language suitable for ofiQcial use within the state is concerned, 22.3% have 
preferred Kashmiri; 22.3% Urdu and 55.4% English. 
4.7.2. Language Preferences by Females 
So far as the female students of Kashmiri speech conununit>' are 
concerned. Table 4.6 reveals tfiat 22.2% prefer Kashmiri; 77.7% English as the 
medium of instruction for fteir children. Similarly 51.9% prefer Kashmiri; 18.6% 
Urdu; 29.5% English for making social contacts. While in Kashmiri multiUngual 
settings 51.9% have preferred Kashmiri; 18.6% Urdu and 29.5% English. 19.8% 
91 
females of tfiis community seems to prefer Kashmiri; 30.9% Urdu; 49.3% English 
as the most ideal medium of instruction at the primary school level. Whereas, 
11.1% prefer Kashmiri; 26.7% Urdu; 62.2% English as fhe most ideal medium of 
instruction at secondary school level. 3.7% females prefer Kashmiri; 3.7% Urdu; 
92.6% English as tiie most ideal medium of instruction at college level. 11.1% 
females have reported preferences regarding securing jobs towards Urdu and 
88.9% English. 7.5% have shown their preferences towards Kashmiri; 5.7% Urdu; 
85% EngUsh with respect to pursuing higher education. Whereas, 
communicating with other groups 29.7% prefer Kashnuri; 18.6% Urdu; 51.7% 
English. 70.4% have reported to prefer Kashmiri; 3.8% Urdu; 25.8% English for 
performing religious practices. In welcoming/departing from guests, relatives and 
friends, etc. 66.7% prefer Kashmiri; 33.3% Urdu. For ofiBcial use of the language 
33.3% prefer Kashmiri; 11.1% Urdu; 44.4% English. 
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4.8. Language Preferences by Males and Females of Age 
Group 1 (18-25 yrs.) 
4.8.1. Language Preferences by Males 
Table 4.7 shows that 1.9% males prefer Kashmiri; 7.3% Urdu; 90.8% 
English as the medium of instruction for their children. In making social contacts 
55% prefer Kashmiri; Urdu 3.7%; English 41.3%. 68.5% males of this 
community have reported to prefer Kashmiri; 17.2% Urdu; 14.3% EngUsh in a 
Kashmiri multilingual settings. 16.2% have reported Kashmiri; 18.9% Urdu; 
56.7% English as the most ideal medium of instruction at primary school level. 
Whereas, 17.6% have preferred Urdu; 82.4%Biglish as the most ideal medium of 
instruction at secondary school level. All the male respondents have preferred 
&iglish as the most ideal medium of instruction at college level. For securing 
jobs 16.2% have preferred Kashmiri; 19% Urdu; 64.8% English. To pursue higher 
education 32.5% prefer Kashmiri; 10.9% Urdu; 56.6% EngUsh. To communicate 
with otfier groups 42.3% of male respondrats prefer Kashmiri; 23.6% Urdu and 
34.1% English. Whereas, 44.2% have ^own preferences towards Kashmiri; 
19.9% towards Urdu; 35.9% towards English for performing religious activities. 
In welcoming/departing from guests, friends and relatives 73.9% have preferred 
Kashmiri; 19.9% Urdu; 6.2% English. So far as language suitable for official use 
wifliin the state is concerned, 45.9% have preferred Kashmiri; 24.3% Urdu and 
18.9% English. 
4.8.2. Language Preferences by Females 
As far tfie females of Kadmiiri speedi community are concerned. Table 
4.7 shows tfiat 11.7% prefer Kashmiri; 17.6% Urdu; 70.5% Enghsh as the medium 
of instruction for tfieir children. Similarty 78.5% have preferred Kashmiri; 13.8% 
Urdu; 7.7% English for making social contacts. While in Kashmiri multilingual 
settings 82.4% prefer use of Kashmiri; 17.6% Urdu. 7.9% females of fliis 
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conununity seems to prefer Kashmiri; 37.1% Urdu; 55% English as the most ideal 
medium of instruction at flie primary sdiool level. >Vhereas, 5.8% prefer 
Kashmiri; 7.6% Urdu; 86.7% English; as the most ideal medium of instruction at 
secondary school level. 5.8% females prefer Kashmiri; 9.4% Urdu; 84.8% 
English as tfie most ideal medium of instruction at college level. 5.8% females 
have r^orted preferences regarding securing jobs towards Kashmiri; 41.3% Urdu 
and 52.9% ^ glish. 21.6% have shown their preferences towards Kashmiri; 3.9% 
Urdu; 74.5% English witfi respect to pursuing higher education. Whereas, 
communicating with other groups 55% prefer Kashmiri; 19.7% Urdu; 25.3% 
EngliA. 62.8% have reported to prefer Kashmiri; 3.9% Urdu; 33.3% English for 
performing religious practices. In welcoming/departing from guests, relatives and 
friends, etc. 90.3% prefer Ka^miri; 9.7% Urdu. For official use of the language 
29.7% prefer Kashmiri; 41.2% Urdu; 29.1% English. 
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4.9. Language Preferences by Males and Females of Age 
Group 2 (26-50 yrs.) 
4.9.1. Language Preferences by Males 
The figures in table 4.8 shows tfiat 18.5% males prefer Kashmiri; 
14.9% Urdu and 66.6% English as the medium of instruction for flieir children. In 
making social contacts 61.5% have preferred Kashmiri; 24.2% Urdu; 14.3% 
English. 56.8% males of this community have reported to prefer Kashmiri; 26.7% 
Urdu; 16.5% English in Kashmiri multilingual settings. 41% have reported 
Kashmiri; 24.2% Urdu; 34.8% English as the most ideal medium of instruction at 
primary school level. Whereas, 14.1% have preferred Kashmiri; 18.9% Urdu; 
67% English as tiie most ideal medium of instruction at secondar>' school level. 
10.5% males have shown fteir preferences towards Kashmiri; 6.9% Urdu; 82.6% 
EngUsh as tfie most ideal medium of instruction at college level. For securing 
jobs 11.3% have preferred Kashmiri; 23.4% Urdu; 65.3% English. To pursue 
higher education 25.4% prefer Kashmiri; 14.5% Urdu; 60.1% English. To 
commiuiicate with other groups 40.8% prefer Kashmiri; 31.1% Urdu and 28.1% 
EngU^. Whereas, 61.2% have shown preferences towards Kashmiri; 10.5% to 
Urdu; 28.3% to Bighsh for performing religious activities. In 
welcoming/departing fi-om guests, frioids and relatives 80.6% male respondent 
have preferred Kashmiri; 13.6% Urdu; 5.8% English. So far as ttie language 
suitable for official use within the state is concemed, 41.3% have preferred 
Kashmiri; 30.5% Urdu and 28.2% EngUsh. 
4.9.2. Language Preferences by Females 
Table 4.8 reveals ftat 14.5% females of this age group prefer Kashmiri; 
14.5% Urdu; 71% Kiglish as the medium of instruction for their children. 
Similarly 69.9% have preferred Kashmiri; 22.7% Urdu; 7.4% English for making 
social contacts. While in Kashmiri multilingual settings 61.1% have preferred use 
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of Kashmiri; 30.9% Urdu and 8% English. Again 24% prefer Kashmiri; 33.4%; 
Urdu 42.6% &iglish as tfie most ideal medium of instruction at tfie primary school 
level. Whereas, 8.2% prefer Kashmiri; 25.2% Urdu; 66.6% English as tfie most 
ideal medium of instruction at secondaiy school level. 9.5% females prefer 
Kashmiri; 7.6% Urdu; 82.9% English as the most ideal medium of instruction at 
college level. With regard to securing jobs 10.1% females have preferred 
Kashmiri; 17.6% Urdu; 72.3% English. 27.4% have shown their preferences 
towards Kashmiri; 10.4% Urdu; 62.2% English with respect to pursuing higher 
education. Whereas, communicating witfi other groups 33.4% prefer Kashmiri; 
33.3% Urdu; 33.3% English. 64.2% have reported to prefer Kashmiri; 5.7% 
Urdu; 30.1% English for performing religious practices. In welcoming/departing 
from guests, relatives and friends, etc. 78.6% prefer Kashmiri; 21.4% Urdu. For 
official use of tiie language 47.2% prefer Kashmiri; 32.1% Urdu and 20.7% 
English. 
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4.10. Language Preferences by Males and Females of Age 
Group 3 (50 onwards) 
4.10.1. Language Preferences by Males 
Table 4.9 shows tiiat 1.5% males prefer Kashmiri; 23.9% Urdu and 
75.1% English as Ihe medium of instruction for their children. In making social 
contacts they prefer Kashmiri 82.9% and Urdu 17.1%. The males of this 
community have reported to prefer 67.6% Kashmiri; 16.2% Urdu; 16.2% English 
in a Kashmiri multilingual settings. 22.9% have reported Kashmiri; 34.3% Urdu; 
42.8% English as the most ideal medium of instruction at primary school level. 
Whereas, 5.7% have preferred Kashmiri; 34.3% Urdu; 65.7% English as the most 
ideal medium of instruction at secondary school level. 2.8% males have shown 
their preferences towards Kashmiri; 17.2% Urdu; 82.9% English as the most ideal 
medium of instruction at college level. For securing jobs 12.4% have preferred 
Kashmiri; 41% Urdu; 46.6% English. To pursue higher education 9.6% prefer 
Kashmiri; 26.2% Urdu; 63.7% English. To communicate with other groups 
33.4% of male respondents prefer Ka^luniri; 44.8% Urdu and 21.8% English. 
Whereas, 65.7% have shown preferoices towards Kashmiri; 11.4% to Urdu; 
22.9% to English for performing religious activities. In welcoming/departing 
from guests, friends and relatives 80% have preferred Kashmiri; 20% Urdu. So 
far as the language suitable for official use within the state is concerned, 53.4% 
have preferred Kashmiri; 22% Urdu and 24.6% English. 
4.10.2. Language Preferences by Females 
The same Table 4.9 reveals fliat 17.5% females of age group 3 prefer 
Urdu and 82.5% English as flie medium of instruction for their children. Similarly 
81.5% have preferred Kashmiri; 9.3% Urdu; 9.2% English for making social 
contacts. While in Kashmiri multilingual settings 68.5% have preferred use of 
Kashmiri; 18.5% Urdu and 13% English. Females of this community seems to 
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prefer Kashmiri 29.7%; Urdu 24.1%; English 46.2% as tibe most ideal medium of 
instruction at tfie primary school levd. Whereas, 11.1% prefer Kashmiri; 1.9% 
Urdu; 79.7% English as tfie most ideal medium of instruction at secondaiy sdiool 
level. 11.1% females prefer Kashmiri and 88.9% English as die most ideal 
medium of instruction at college level 29.7% females have reported preferences 
regarding securing jobs towards Kaduniri; 18.6%UrduandS1.7%EngUsh. 14.9% 
have shown Aeir preferences towards Kashmiri; Urdu 20.4%; English 64.7% wiA 
respect to pursuing higher educatioi. Whereas, communicating with odier groups 
41 % prefer Kashmiri; 23.5% Urdu; 35.5% &iglish. 70.3% have reported to prefer 
Kashmiri; 9.4% Urdu; 20.3% English for performing religious practices. In 
welcoming/departing from guests, relatives, friends, etc., they use Kashmiri 
exclusively. For official use of language 55.5% prefer Kashmiri; 11.1% Urdu 
and 28.8% &iglish. 
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4.11. Language Prefermces by Males and Females of 
Educational class 1 (Illiterate) 
4.11,1. Language Preferences by Males 
The resxdts drawn in Table 4.10 shoAV's tiliat 5.4% males of educational 
class 1 prefer Kashmiri; 9.4% Urdu; 85.2% English as the medium of instruction 
for ttieir children, hi making social contacts the>' prefer Kashmiri 96%; Urdu 4%. 
Again 92% males of diis community have reported to prefer Kashmiri and 8% 
Urdu in Kashmiri multilingual settings. 20% have reported Kashmiri; 28% Urdu: 
44% English as the most ideal medium of instruction at primar>' school level. 
Whereas, 4% have preferred Kashmiri; 12% Urdu; 84% English as the most ideal 
medium of instruction at secondary' school level. 8% males have shown their 
preferoices towards Urdu and EngUsh 56% as the most ideal medium of 
instruction at college level. For securing jobs 25.4% have preferred Kashmiri: 
41.4% Urdu; 33.2% English. To pursue higher education 13.4% prefer Kashmiri; 
33.4% Urdu; 53.2% English. To communicate with other groups 60% of male 
respondents prefer Kashmiri; 20% Urdu and 20% English. Whereas, 64% have 
shown preferences towards Kashmiri: 11% to Urdu; 25% to English for 
performing religious activities. In welcoming/departing from guests, friends and 
relatives 92% have preferred Kashmiri and 8% Urdu. So far as the language 
suitable for ofBcial use within fte state is concerned, 62.7% have preferred 
Kashmiri; 26.6% Urdu and 10.7% English. 
4.11.2. Language Pr^erences by Females 
So far as the females of Kashmiri speech community are concerned. 
Table 4.10 shows that 26.3% prefer Urdu; 64% English as the medium of 
instruction for Aeir childroi. In die same way 94.7% have preferred Kashmiri 
only for making social contacts. While in Kashmiri multilingual settings again 
94.7% have preferred Kashmiri onfy. 10.5% females of this community' have 
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shown preferences to Kashmiri; 21% Urdu; 68.4% English as the most ideal 
medium of instruction at tfie primary sdiool level. Whereas, 10.5% prefer Urdu, 
and 84.2% E n g ^ as the most ideal medium of instruction at secondary school 
level. As die most ideal mediimi of instruction at coU^e level females of this 
educational class have responded only to English (94.7). 21.1% females have 
reported preferences regarding securing jobs towards Kashmiri; 26.3% Urdu and 
52.6% Engli^. 24.6% have shown their preferences towards Kashmiri; 19.4% 
Urdu; 56% English with respect to pursuing hi^er education. Whereas, 
communicating witii odier groups 66.7% prefer Kashmiri; 19.4% Urdu and 13.9% 
English. 52.6% have reported to prefer Kashmiri; 5.2% Urdu; 42.2% EngUsh for 
performing religious practices. In welcoming/departing from guests, relatives and 
friends, etc., all (100%) respondents prefer Kashmiri. For ofiBcial use of the 
language 94.7% prefer Kashmiri and 5.3% Urdu. 
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4.12. Language Preferences by Males and Females of 
Educational class 2 (Literate) 
4.12.1. Language Preferences by Males 
Table 4.11 shows that 12.4% males from educational class 2 prefer 
Kashmiri; 18.2% Urdu and 69.4% EngUsh as die medium of instruction for their 
children. In making social contacts 62.9% prefer Kashmiri; 24.8% Urdu; 12.3% 
English. 66.6% males of this community have reported to prefer Kashmiri; 21.4% 
Urdu; 11.8% &iglish in Kashmiri multilingual settings. 33.3% have preferred 
Kashmiri; 25.4% Urdu; 41.3% English as the most ideal medium of instruction at 
primary school level. Whereas, 10.4% have preferred Kashmiri; 21.3% Urdu; 
68% English as the most ideal medium of instruction at secondai>' school level. 
5.7% males have shown their preferences towards Kashmir; 11.7% towards Urdu; 
82.6% towards English as ttie most ideal medium of instruction at college level. 
For securing jobs 11.2% have preferred Kashmiri; 28.1% Urdu; 60.7% EngUsh. 
To pursue higher education 25.1% prefer Kashmiri; 19.4% Urdu and 55.5% 
English. To commimicate with oAer groups 31.2% of male respondents prefer 
Kashmiri; 41.5% Urdu and 27.3% English. Whereas, 59% have shown 
preferences towards Kashmiri; 13.2% to Urdu; 27.8% to EngUsh for performing 
religious activities. In welcoming/departing from guests, friends and relatives 
80.9% have preferred Kashmiri; 17% Urdu; 21.1% EngUsh. So far as language 
suitable for ofBcial use wifliin the state is concerned, 44.5% have preferred 
Kashmiri; 29.1% Urdu and 26% English. 
4.12.2. Language Prrferences by Females 
The same table 4.11 shows tiiat 13.4% females prefer Kashmiri; 17% 
Urdu; 69.6% EngUsh as the medium of instruction for their children. 69.7% have 
preferred Kashmiri; 20.6% Urdu and 9.7% EngUsh for making social contacts. 
While in Kashmiri multilingual settings 72.7% have preferred use of Kaduniri; 
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19.8% Urdu and 7.5% English. 29.5% females of this community prefer 
Kashmiri; 31.9% Urdu and 38.6% Englisii as the most ideal medium of 
instruction at ttie piimaiy school level. Whereas, 11% prefer Kashmiri; 17.2% 
Urdu; 71.8% English; as the most ideal medium of instruction at secondai>' sdiool 
level. 8.7% females have preferred Kashmiri; 10.3% Urdu and 81% English as 
die most ideal medium of instruction at college level. 9.7% females have reported 
preferoices regarding securing jobs tow^ ards Kashmiri; 27% Urdu\ and 63.3% 
&igUsii. 26% females have shown preferoices towards Kashmiri; Urdu7.9% ; 
66.1% Biglish with respect to pursuing higher education. Whereas, 
communicating witii other groups 33.7% prefer Kashmiri; 32.6% Urdu and 
33.7% Englidi. 72.7% have reported to prefer Kashmiri; 6% to Urdu; 21.3% to 
BigU^ for performing religious practices. In welcoming/departing from guests, 
relatives, friends, etc. 92.7% prefer Kashmiri; 7.3% Urdu. For official use of 
language 33.4% prefer Kashmiri; 33.3% Urdu and 33.3% English. 
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4.13. Language Preferences by Males and Females of 
Educational Class 3 (Professional) 
4.13.1. Language Preferences by Males 
It can be seen from Table 4.12 ftat 10.7% males of tiiis educational 
class prefer Kashmiri; 10.7% Urdu and 78.6% English as the medium of 
instruction for ttieii children. In making social contacts 60% prefer Kashmiri; 
20% Urdu and 20% English . 48% males of tfiis community have reported to 
prefer Kashmiri; 22% Urdu and 30% ^ ighsh in a Kashmiri multilingual settings. 
48% have reported Kashmiri; 12% Urdu; 40% English as tfie most ideal medium 
of instruction at primary school level. Whereas, 11% have preferred Kashmiri; 
9% Urdu; 80% English as the most ideal medium of instruction at secondary 
school level. 20 % males have shown their preferences towards Kashmiri and 80% 
English as the most ideal medium of instruction at college level. For securing 
jobs 37.4% have preferred Kashmiri and 62.6% English. To pursue higher 
education 17.4% prefer Kashmiri; 1.4% Urdu and 81.2% English. To 
communicate witfi o&er groups 34% of male respondents prefer Kashmiri; 21% 
Urdu and 45% English. Whereas, 64% have shown preferences towards Kashmiri; 
16% towards Urdu; 20% towards English for performing religious activities. In 
welcoming/departing from guests, friends and relatives 96% have preferred 
Kashmiri; 0.9% Urdu; 3.1% English. So far as the language suitable for of&cial 
use within tfie state is concerned, 40% have preferred Kashmiri; 18% Urdu and 
42% Enghsh. 
4.13.2. Language Preferences by Females 
As tiie females of educational class 3 are concerned, Table 4.12 reveals 
that 14.3% prefer Kashmiri; 7.1% Urdu and 78.6% English as the medium of 
instruction for tiieir children. Similarty 59.6% have prefened Kashmiri; 31% 
Urdu; 9.4% English for making social contacts. While in Kashmiri multilingual 
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settings 50% have preferred use of Kashmiri; 25% Urdu and 25% English. 42.8% 
females of tins community seems to prefer Kashmiri; 21.4% Urdu; 35.7% English 
as tfie most ideal medium of instruction at tiie primary school level. Whereas, 
7.1% prefer Kashmiri; 21.5% Urdu; 71.4% English as the most ideal medium of 
instruction at secondary school level. 92.8% females have preferred only English 
as the most ideal medium of instruction at college level. 14.2% females have 
reported preferences regarding securing jobs towards Kashmiri; 7.1% towards 
Urdu and towards 78.5% English. 66.7% females have shown their preferences 
towards Kashmiri and 33.3% to English wift respect to pursuing higher 
education. Whereas, communicating with ofter groups 42.8% prefer Kashmiri; 
12% Urdu; 45.2% English. 71.4% have reported to prefer Kashmiri; 10.1% Urdu 
and 18.5% English for performing r^gious practices. In welcoming/departing 
from guests, relatives, frioids, etc. 92.8% prefer Kashmiri; 4.8% Urdu; 2.4% 
BigKsh For official use of language 28.5% prefer Kaduniri; 38.8% Urdu; 32.7% 
English. 
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4.14. Preferences in Relation to Kashmiri for Administration, 
Education and Mass Media by Five Occupations 
4,14,1, Preferences by Males 
The present Table shows {references given to Kashmiri by the selected 
sample \vi1h respect to administration, education and mass media. 
A tfiorough examination of Table 4.13 reveals that 59% males have 
preferred from occupation business; 84.6% from occupation labour; 59% from 
occupation office-goers and 46.6% from occupation student for administration. 
In ttie same way at primary school level 68.1% have been preferred by business 
class; 71 1% by labour class; 43.9% by office-goers and 80% by student class. At 
middle school level, 59% seems to be preferred by business class; 59.6% by 
labour class; 62.1% by office-goers and 40% by students. Witfi regard to high 
sdiool level, 22.7% prefer from business class; 15.3% from labour class; 34.8% 
from office-goers and 6.6% from studoits. 22.7% have shovm their preferences 
from business; 5.7% from labour class; 30.3% from office-goers and 13.3% from 
student class at intermediate level. We have noticed a sUght variation between 
intermediate and graduation level as only office-goers differ only by 3% between 
the two levels, wliile as, male students have shown rise by 7% in response to 
graduation. So far as mass media is concerned, all occupations have strcmgly 
favoured Kashmiri as, 63.6% from business class; 82.6% from labour class; 
42.4% from office-goers and 53.3% from student class. 
4,14,2. Preferences by Females 
It can be seen from Table 4.13 that for administration 57.8% females 
have favowed from occupation labour, 58.9% from occupation office-goers; 
71.4% from occupation housewife and 44.4% from occupation student. At 
primary school level, it has bem preferred by 57.8% of females from labour class; 
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66.6% by office-goers; 80.9% by housewives and 77.7% by students. Similarly 
from labour class 47.3% have preferred Kashmiri; 51.3% office-goers; 66.6% 
housewives and 44.4% studoits, at middle school level. At hig^ school level 
15.7% prefers from labour class; 25.6% office-goers; 52.3% from housewife and 
33.3% from student class. At intermediate and graduation level, we have found 
variation in preferences only with occupation office-goers and rest occiq)ations 
have similar results, i.e. 5.2% by labour class, 47.6% by housewives and 33.3% by 
students. For mass media, 68.4% have been preferred by females of labour class; 
by 71.7% office-goers; by 85.7% housewives and 77.7% by studoits. 
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4.15. Preferences in Relation to Kashmiri for Administration, 
Education and Mass Media by Three Age Group 
4.15.L Preferences by Males 
It is revealed from Table 4.14 that 56.7% males prefer Kashmiri from 
age groiQ) 1; 65% from age group 2 and 88.5% from age group 3 for 
administration. Whereas, as the medium of instruction at primary school level 
56.7% iwefer from age groupl; 73.4% from age group 2 and 82.8% from age 
group 3. In the same way Kashmiri have been preferred by 40.5% male 
respondents at middle school level by age groiq> 1; 59.03% by age group 2 and 
80% by age group 3. At high school level, 16.2% by age group 1; 28.9% by age 
group 2 and 22.8% by age group 3. At intermediate level, 13.2% prefer from age 
group 1; 25.3% prefer from age group 2 and [xefer from s^e group 3. Whereas, 
13.2% by age group 1; 14.2% by age group 2 25.3% and 11.4% by age group 3 
upto graduation. So &r as the mass media is concerned, 64.8% have preferred by 
age group 1; 67.4% by age group 2 and 62.8% by age group 3. 
4.15.2. Preference by Females 
A cursory look at the same Table shows that 47% females prefer from 
age group 1; from age group 2 prefer 58.4% and from ^ e group 3 prefer 77.7% 
for administratioa As the primary school level is concerned, 58.8 % have been 
preferred by age grotq)l; 73.5% by age group 2 and 66.6% by age group 3. At the 
middle school level, 35.2% females prefer from age group 1; 35.8% from age 
group 2 and 55.5% from age group 3. At the high school level, 11.7% by age 
group 1; 35.8% by age group 2 and 33.3% by age group 3 . At the Intermediate 
level 11.7% females preferred from age group 1; 33.9% from age group 2 and 
27.7% from age group 3. And for graduation 5.8% age groiq) 1 fevour Kashmiri; 
32.07% age group 2 and 27.7% age group 3. The use of Kashmiri language for 
mass media have been preferred by 64.7% from i^e group 1; by 73.5% from age 
group 2 and by 94.1% from age group 3. 
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4.16. Preferences in Relation to Kashmiri for Administration, 
Education and Mass Media by Three Educational Classes 
4.16,1. Preferences by Males 
Table 4.IS shows that 92% males of educational class 1 prefer 
Kashmiri; 65.7% of educational class 2; and 89.4% of educational class 3 for 
administration. 72% educational classl; 70.4% by educational class 2 and 76% by 
educational class 3 have preferred its use for the medium of instruction at primary 
school level. At middle school level 68% by educational class 1; 56.1% by 
educational class 2 and 64% by educational class 3. At high school level, 20% 
educational class 1; 24.7% educational class 2 and 28% educational class 3. For 
intermediate, educational class 1 prefer 8%; educational class 2 prefer 20.9% and 
educational class 3 prefer 28%. Whereas, 8% educational class 1; 19% 
educational class 2 and 32% educational class 3 prefer up to graduation. For 
mass media 96% is preferred by educational class 1; 60% by educational class 2 
and 60% by educational class 3. 
4.16.2. Preferences by Females 
A thorough look at Table shows that 89.4% females from educational 
class 1 prefer; 52.7% from educational class 2 and 50% from educational class 3 
for administration. 73.6% of respondents from educational class 1 have preferred 
Kashmiri; 70.9% educational class 2, and 57.1% educational class 3 at the primary 
school level. At the middle school level, 63.1% of educational class 1 females 
have reported their preferences to Kashmiri; 54.5% of educational class 2, and 
35.7% of educational class 3. At the high school level 36.8% prefers from 
educational class 1; 29% from educational class 2, and 28.5% from educational 
class 3 prefer. At the Intermediate level 26.3% prefers educational class 1; 29% 
educational class 2, and 28.5% educational class 3. At graduate level 26.3% 
educational class 1; 27.% educational class 2, and 21.4% educational class 3. 
117 
78.9% educational class 1; 76.3% educational class 2 and 64.2% educational 
class 3have referred the use of Kashmiri for mass media. 
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4.17. Preferences with Respect to Written and Spoken Aspects 
of Kashmiri, Urdu and English by Five Occupations 
4.17,1. References by Males 
We can e^qilain the resuk drawn in Table 4.16 whh req)ect to three 
different a^c t s (only written, only ^)okai, spoken and written) of Kashmiri, 
Urdu and English as: for only spoken purpose, 18.1% males of business class have 
responded to Kashmiri; 9.09% to Urdu. Whereas, for written as well spoken 
purposes 59.09% have preferred Kashmiri; 72.7% Urdu and 77.2% English. 
With regard to labour class 1.9% have preferred Urdu; 1,9% English for 
only written purpose. For only spoken a^wct, 19.2% have preferred Kashmiri; 
5.7% Urdu; 1.9% English. For spoken as well as written purpose, 80.7% males of 
this occiqxition have preferred Kashmiri; 92.3% Urdu and 86.5% English. 
3.03% ofiice-goers have preferred Kashmiri; 4.5% Urdu and 7.5% 
English for only written purpose. For only iqtoken purpose 43.9% have preferred 
Kashmiri; 3.03% Urdu. Whiley<?r written as well as spoken purposes, 40.9% have 
preferred Kashmiri; 75.7% Urdu and 78.7% Englsih. 
For only spoken purposes, 20% male students have responded to 
Kashmir^ 6.6% to Urdu; 6.6% English. For written as well as spoken purposes, 
53.3% prefer Kashmiri; 73.3% Urdu; 86.6% English. 
4.17.2. Preferences by Females 
Females of Kashmiri q)e6ch comnunity are not indulged in business. 
Females of occupation labour have not ie^x>nded to the aspect only spoken. 
Whileas, to the aspect only spoken females of this group have re^wnded to 
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Kashmiri only (31.5%). For written as well as spoken purposes 68.4% i»%fer 
Kashmiri; 94.7% Urdu and 89.4% English. 
Female re^)ondents of ofiBce-goers have responded only to English 
(2.5%) for the aq)ect only written. For only spoken 35.8% have preferred 
Kashmiri; 5.1% Urdu; 5.1% English. For spoken as well as written purposes 
53.8% have preferred Kashmiri; 64.1% Urdu; 51.2% English. 
4.7% of housewives have preferred Urdu, and9.5% English for only 
written purpose. While for the aspect orUy spoken 3.3% have preferred Kashmiri, 
and 4.7% Urdu. For written as well as spoken aspect 47.6% prefer Kashmiri; 
85.7% Urdu and 85.7% English. 
Female students have responded only to English (11.1%) for the aspect 
only written. For only spoken aspect 55.5% have responded to Kashmiri and 
11.1% have responded to English. For written as well as spoken purpose 44.4% 
prefer Kashmiri; 88.8% Urdu and 55.5% English. 
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4.18. Preferences with Respect to Written and Spoken Aspects 
of the Kashmiri, Urdu and English by Three Age Groups 
4.18.L Preferences by Males 
A glance over Table 4.17 shows that males of age groiq) 1 have 
responded only to English (5.4%), Avfaile, 2.4% from age group 2 have responded 
to Kashmiri; 1.12% to Urdu; 3.6% to English. Similarly 2.8% from age group 3 
have reqx>nded to Kashmiri; 8.5% to Urdu and 2.8% to English to be used only 
for written purposes. 
While we see from Table that 32.4% from age group 1 prefer 
Kashmiri; 2.7% Urdu and 2.7% English. 27.7% from age group 2 prefer Kashmiri; 
6% Urdu and 2.4% English. 37.1% fit)m age group 3 prefers Kashmiri and 5.7% 
Urdu to be used for spoken purposes only. 
As for the both written as well as spoken aspect is concern, we see a 
general increase among all three age groups as 59.4% of age gfovtp 1 prefer 
Kashmiri; 86.4% Urdu and 78.3 English. However, 59% age group 2 jwefer 
Kashmiri; 38.3% Urdu and 78.3% English. Whereas 57.1% from age group 3 
prefer Kashmiri; 82.8% Urdu and 94.2% Englsih. 
4J8.2. Preferences by Females 
It can be seen from Table 4.17 that females of all the three age groups 
have not responded to Kashmiri to be used for only written purposes. While Urdu 
have been preferred only by age group 3 (5.5%) for the same aqiect. As far the 
English language is concerned, it has been preferred 5.8% 1^ age group 1; 3.7% 
by age group 2 and 5.5% by age groiq) 3. 
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For only spoken purposes, the same Table shows that 52.9% age group 
1 prefer Kashmiri; 30.1% age group 2 and 38.8% age groiq) 3. Whereas, Urdu is 
preferred S.8% l^ age group 1; 1.8% by age groiq) 2 and 5.5% by age group 3. 
English have been reported to be preferred 1.8% by age group 2 and 5.5% by age 
groiq)3. 
The same Table 4.17 shows that 47% of age group 1; 58.4% of age 
group 2 and 61.1% of age group 3 prefer Kashmiri While 88.2% of age group 1; 
92.4% of age group 2 and 88.8% of age group 3 prefer Urdu and 70.5% of age 
group 1; 77.3% of age group 2 and 88.8% of age group 3 prefer English for both 
spoken as well as written purposes. 
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4.19. Preferences with Respect to Written and spoken Aspects 
of the Kashmiri, Urdu and English by Three Educational 
classes 
4.19J. Preferences by Males 
So &r as the only written aspect of the languages (Kashmiri, Urdu, 
English) is concerned, the males of educational class 1 have responded only to 
Urdu (4%); ^ lereas, 33.3% educational class 2 prefer Kashmiri; 19% Urdu and 
4,7% Ei^lisk Similarly 4% have preferred Urdu and, 4% English from 
educational class 3. 
The same Table shows that 16% males of educational class 1 prefer 
Kashmiri; 4% Urdu and 4% English. 33.3% educational class 2 prefer Kashmiri; 
6.66% Urdu; 0.9% English and, 36% educational class 3 prefer Kashmir to be 
used for only spoken purposes. 
As fiu* as the written as well as spoken aspect is concerned, we found 
that 84% educational class 1 prefer Kashmiri; 92% Urdu and 88% English. 54.2% 
educational class 2 prefer Kashmir; 80.9% Urdu; 80.9% English. Whereas, 52% 
educational class 3 prefer Kashmiri; 72% Urdu and 80% English. 
4,19.2. Preferences by Females 
A glance over Table 4.18 reveals that 5.2% females of educational class 
1 have re^nded to Urdu and 5.2% to English; Educational class 2 have 
responded only to English (3.6%) and 50% educational class 3 to Kashmiri and 
7.1% English for only written piuposes. 
For ordy spoken aspect, educational class 1 has responded only to 
Kashmiri (42%); 36.3% educational class 2 have preferred Kashmiri, 3.6% Urdu 
126 
and 1.8% English. Similarly 64.2% educational class 3 have preferred Kashmiri, 
7.1% Urdu and 7.1% English. 
With regard to written as well as spoken aspect Table shows that 84.2% 
females of educational class 1 prefer Kashmiri, 89.4% Urdu and 89.4% English. 
From educational class 2 52.7% prefer Kashmiri, 92.7% Urdu and 76.3% EnglisL 
35.7% from educational class 3 have preferred Kashmiri; 85.7% Urdu and 71.4% 
English. 
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4.20. Concluding Remarks 
As &r as the medium of instruction is concerned, English seems to be 
preferred most by the respondents of all four variables, but a good percentage 
(33.3% and 37.4%) of male students and professionals have preferred Kashmiri 
for pursuing higher education and medium of instruction at college level 
respectively. While, for the ofi&cial use of language Kashmiri language has 
strongly been preferred by the re^x>ndents of all variables with a few exceptions 
like professionals, students and male ofBce-goers. 
In situations like 'making social contacts', 'performing religious 
practices', 'welcoming/departing from guests etc.', all respondents have preferred 
use of Kashmiri. 
As &r as the response given by the students in Kashmiri multilingual 
settings is concerned, they prefer to use either English or Kasmiri. English seems 
to have influenced not only the literate class of the Kashmiri speech community, 
but also the illiterate class too, which can be clearly imderstood by the responses 
given to the question 'what language woiild you like to prefer for performing 
religious practices? We found that 42% females of educational class 1 have 
responded to English for the same purpose. 
The \ise of Kashmiri for administration, education and mass media has 
strongly been fevoured by labour class males, housewives and female students. 
At the same time a very high percentage of age group 2 and age group 3 
respondents have fevoured the use of Kashmiri in administration; at primary 
school level, middle school level, and in mass media very positively. All the three 
educational class respondents strongly favour the use of Kashmiri in 
administration, at all levels of education and mass media. However, male 
respondents of educational class 1 seem to slightly deviate here for they prefer the 
use of Kashmiri as a medium of instruction at intermediate and graduate levels. 
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It has been also observed that English has been fevoured most by 
respondents of five occupations namely business, labour, office-Koers, housewife 
and student. However, female office-goers and students have preferred the use of 
Urdu for board spoken and written forms of language use. It is also seen that 
among three age groups and educational classes Urdu is the preferred language. 
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CHAPTER - 5 
Language Attitudes of the Kashmiri 
Speech Community 
CHAPTER-5 
Language Attitudes of the Kashmiri Speech 
Community 
5.1. Introduction 
Freedom of e}q)ression is the basic right of every human being. Acting 
in the same &shion our respondents have expressed their views freely with regard 
to their own language and the languages qwken by others. To know the language 
attitudes of the Kashmiri speech community, three languages were selected, viz., 
Kashmiri, Urdu and English and four attributes were assigned to each of these 
languages. These attributes are; sweet, harsh, expressive and prestigious. The 
Kashmiri speakers were asked to react to these attributes in respect of the above 
three languages. 
One of the basic issues involved in the assessment of the sociolinguistk 
situatmn in Jammu and Kashmir was to ascertain the position of the Kashmiri 
language in the perspective of Urdu and English that play important fimctional 
roles in this state. These two prestigwus and functk)nally important languages of 
the state are viewed by the Kashmiri speakers with great commendatioa 
Thus, in this chapter, we vnii discuss attitudes of the Kashmiri sjpeakeis 
towards Kashmiri, Urdu and English. The information has been obtained from the 
respondents by assigning them four types of attributes, mentioned above with 
respect to three point scale, viz., very much, some what and rwt at all. The 
attitudes have also been investigated l^ asking respondents about the adequacy 
and usefulness of the three languages, under consideration, for business and, 
science and technok>gy. 
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5.2. Analysis of Language Attitudes of Various Groups 
5.2.1. Analysis of Language Attitudes of Males and Females in 
Totality 
A list of four attributes, viz., sweet, harsh, expressive, and prestigious, 
and two domains, namely, business and, since and technology, were given to 
Kashmiri speaking people in order to know their opinion about Urdu and English 
besides their own mother tongue. 
The responses clearly indicate that speakers of Kashmiri language are 
very possessive about their mother tongue. As many as 85% of them consider 
their mother tongue to be sweet, while 56% fiivour Urdu with the same attribute. 
So fiir as English is concerned, we come across a difference of opinion between 
male and female respondents. While more than 52% males consider it to be a 
sweet language but only about 15% females considering it to be so. 
Likewise, respondent's attributes were also tested by the remaining 
three attributes, ^ a i n , resuhs are found to be highly in &vour of Kashmiri as a 
very large majority, out rightly rejects the notion that Kashmiri is a harsh 
langus^e. Interestit^ly enough, corresponding percentages of female re^x)ndents 
rescue Urdu from being called harsh. 
It is equally interesting to know that beades Kashmiri being regarded 
by a hi^e majority of respondents as very much expressive, Ei^lish also 
commands the same respect by female respondents \ ^ are no less than 31%. 
Contrarily, with respect to the last attribute, prestigious, we e^ qperience 
quite a chaise of opinion about Kashmiri. Though, not a very significant 
majority, but as many as 15% do not regard Kasbmvi to be a prestigious language. 
In comparison, only 5% hold the same opinion about Urdu aikl English. One of 
the fectors that might have influenced such a response by Kashmiri speakers, 
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vAksn their mother tongue is pitted against Urdu and English, can be the fiict that 
Kashmiri language has remained underdeveloped since long. 
After the attribute test, re^x>ndents were also posed with the question 
item, 'how fiu* do you consider your mother tongue and other languages adequate 
and useful for business and ^ c e and technology^ They were given three options 
to choose from, namely, very much, somewhat and not at all. Results, again, were 
on une}q)ected lines. As indicated earlier, 'English did not find &vour of the 
language, over Kashmiri and Urdu, vAak re^wnding to the question item above. 
As assessment based on the analysis of the responses to attributes and 
the question item, forces us to believe that a gradual change in the attitudes of 
Kashmiri speakers about their mother tongue is creeping in. The belief is 
reinforced by the respondents wliose majority, feel that Kashmiri is inadequate for 
business. They consider English to be betto" suited for the purpose. Though, 
reasons for this disfavour for their own lai^uage was not probed deeper but 
during the course of some informal discussions, a number of respondents revealed 
that the cause for not fovouring Kashmiri for business, is the &ct that they do not 
enter into business deals in isolation- in Kaduniri speaking areas only- but they 
have to deal with people not only in other parts of the state but also outside it 
where a majority are generally ignorant about their mother tongue. (Table S.l) 
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TABLE 5.1 
Percentage wise distribution of attitudes of Kasiiniiri speaicers (males/females) towards Kasfimiri, Urdu and Engiisii 
Languages 
M 
A 
L 
E 
r 
E 
M 
A 
L 
E 
Kashmiri 
Unlu 
English 
Kashmiri 
Urdu 
English 
A T T R I B U T E S 
Sweet 
vm 
84.5 
56.1 
52.7 
85.2 
56.8 
15.1 
SW 
9 
27.7 
25.8 
2.2 
29.5 
28.4 
na 
4.5 
5.8 
17.4 
10.2 
2.2 
20.4 
nr 
2 
10.4 
4.1 
2.4 
11.5 
36.1 
Harsh 
vm 
9 
7.7 
11.6 
7.9 
5.6 
3.4 
SW 
10.3 
12.5 
9 
20.4 
15.9 
11.3 
na 
69.6 
61.2 
40 
67 
67 
50 
nr 
11.1 
18.6 
J9.4 
4.7 
11.5 
35.3 
Expressive 
vm 
78 
45.1 
30.9 
78.4 
35.2 
23.8 
SW 
12.9 
38.7 
16.7 
12.5 
38.6 
19.3 
na 
5.1 
3.8 
12.2 
3.4 
6.8 
12.5 
nr 
4 
12.4 
40.2 
5.7 
19.4 
44.4 
Prestigious 
vm 
67.7 
62.5 
40.6 
59 
46.5 
44.3 
SW 
16.1 
21.2 
14.8 
20.4 
34 
12.5 
na 
14.8 
5.8 
7 
14.7 
4.5 
5.6 
nr 
1.4 
10.5 
37.6 
6 
15 
37.6 
Useful for 
Business 
vm 
30 
24.5 
65.8 
22.7 
27.2 
57.9 
SW 
20.6 
42.5 
2.5 
20.4 
43.1 
10.2 
na 
41.9 
18 
5.1 
48.8 
11.3 
1.1 
nr 
7.5 
15 
26.6 
7.8 
18.4 
30.8 
Useftil for Science 
and Technology 
vm 
68.3 
55.4 
49.6 
67 
51.1 
38.6 
SW 
18 
33.5 
7 
13.6 
30.6 
10.2 
na 
7.7 
1.9 
9.6 
15.9 
3.4 
3.4 
nr 
6 
9.2 
33.8 
3.5 
14.9 
47.8 
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5.2.2 Anafysis of Language Attitudes of the Five Occupational 
Classes 
Despite about 20% respondents from professional classes assigning the 
attribute, harsh for Kashmiri language, results obtained show that a strong liking 
for their mother tongue. Female respondents from the working classes also do not 
call Kashmiri a harsh language. Although 33% females of these respondents 
preferred to stay neutral on this count but a majority, without hesitation, calls it an 
expressive language. While about half of the male respondents from the 
occupation professional classes hold the opinion that Kahmiri is the most 
expressive language, a considerable percentage from the occupation office-goers 
do not feel that their language is prestigious. 
The business class respondents must play an active role to influence 
their attitudes and in making the langu^e adequate for business. The inadequacy 
of Kashmiri language for business has clearly become evident by about 1/3 of 
req)ondents (Table 5.2), who feel dissatisfied about it for business purposes. 
They overwhehningly support English for the job. 
So far as attitudes of other occupations are concerned, results show a 
clear similarity of opinions on a number of counts. For exan^le, respondents 
from professional and office-goers &vour English the most. However, di£ferences 
in opinions appear between labour class males and females about Urdu. On the 
other hand, males seem to respond more fiivourably toward English while females 
prefer not to respond at all towards it. 
Differences in opinions again crop-up among people belonging to 
different occupations on putting forward the question item, whether the language 
is useful and adequate for business and, science and technology. Except office-
goers, a high percentage of respondents from other occupations favour Kashmiri. 
Similar favourable response continues for Urdu and English also by all 
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occupations excepting labour class whose convincing majority (73% males and 
84% females) gave no response at all in the case of English. It was no surprise as 
almost all respondents of this class are illiterate. Urdu and English are clearly 
secondary to Kashmiri in the language attitudes of all respondents except 
professionals and office-goers who give preference to English over the other two 
languages. 
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5.2.S. Anafysis of Language Attitudes of the Three Age Groups 
Results have clearly indicated that a very high percentage of 
respondents prefo Kashmiri than English and Urdu all age groups. However, 
negative attitudes towards Kshmiri anx>ng some of the younger respondents 
seems to attain a downward trend with increase in age. Analysis of the option, not 
at all reveals that fevourable responses towards Kashmiri increases with increase 
in age, for the attributes of prestigious and bi^uage being useful for science and 
technology. 
For Urdu and Ei^lish, the trend is reversed. However, when the same 
option, not at all, is analysed for other attributes, we come across a reversal in 
results with respect to Kashmiri, although a significant variation is noticed among 
the three age groi^ in respect of Urdu aiKi English. No such difference in 
responses between Kashmiri and Urdu was seen M i^en the question about the 
usefulness of language(s) for business was put forward. In&ct, respondents from 
all a%t groups have clearly favoured English with age group 2 leading others. No 
difference of opinion is found among usefiil for science and technology (Table 
5.3). 
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5.2.4. Anafysis of Language Attitudes of the Three Educational 
Classes 
A significant variation is noticed in the attitudes of the educational 
classes towards languages with regard to the attributes. The educational class 1 
(illiterate), without negating Urdu, has fully supported Kashmiri. Only a small 
number of re^ndents &vour English. 
We esp&nensx a lot of difference in the opinions of male and female 
respondents of class 2. A strong dislike for their mother tongue is noticed among 
the re^mndents of this class through their response to attributes. More than 67% 
do not regard Kashmiri as a sweet language while 81% call their mother tongue 
harsh. Females of this class, on the other hand, strongly favour Kahmiri. 
However, collectively all respondents of this class do not fevour the use of 
Kashmiri for business. 
Difference of opinion between males and females of educational class 3 
is e}q)erienced in the use of Kashmiri for business. They favour English, instead. 
(Table 5.4) 
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S3, Concluding Remarks 
Only a small percentage of respondents of educational class 1 and 2 
fevour English over other two languages under investigation. The negative 
attitudes of the males of educational class 2, seemingly alarming t h o i ^ should 
not pose any danger to the language as this class alone does not constitute the 
whole population. Moreover, the danger is further minimised due to the fact that 
literacy rate in Jammu and Kashmir is only 19.86% according to the Census of 
India 1981. We must, however, also acknowledge that the danger to the language 
may not be imminent but a setback to Kashmiri may start sooner than later as the 
literate classes always play an important role in the growth and development of a 
language. 
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Chart showing language attifudes of females on 
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CHAPTER - 6 
Summary and Conclusion 
CHAPTER-6 
Summary and Conclusion 
The findings of the present study reveal the &ct that the Kashmiri 
language plays the significant role in the socio-cuhural life of its speakers. It is 
also emerging as a functional language in the state of Jammu and Kashmir, 
besides Urdu and English that are already in use in various domains such as 
education, administration and mass media in this state. 
The Kashmiri language does not enjoy the official status in the state. It is 
also not used as medium of instruction at the educational levels. Urdu on the 
other hand enjoys the status of the official language in the state. English is used 
for some special purposes such as medium of instructioa The present study 
provides data as to the speakers of this language use these three languages in 
difTerent domains for specific purposes. This study also shows the attitudes of the 
Kashmiri speakers towards these three languages. 
The study was subdivided into three main parts: 
1) Language use 2) Language preferences and 3) Language attitudes. 
Besides, there is separate chapter on the sociolinguistic perspectives of the 
Kashmiri language. 
Langu^e Use 
It was e?q)ected that all the respondents (males and females) would be using 
Kashmiri in all those domains and situations where the oral communication is 
involved. But it is found that only female respondents constitutii^ 100% have 
been using only Kashmiri orally in the family domain. It is also revealed that this 
speech community uses other two languages, viz., Urdu and English abng with 
Kashmiri in other than family domain. It has also been found that Urdu plays a 
pivotal role in written communicatioa Students and professionals have been 
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found making the maximum use of English for this purpose. Office -goers have 
reported equal use of both Urdu and English for writing purposes. Although 
Kashmiri is not taught formally in the state but still a considerable number 
(12.5%) of respondents use Kashmiri either writing letters or in their creative 
writings. A good number of respondents from each variable, selected for analysis, 
are using Kashmiri for printing invitations. Females on the other hand, do not 
listen to radio programmes in any considered language. Since the smpt for 
Kashmiri is very much similar to the Urdu scrq)t as both are based on Perso-
Arabic script, the Kashmiri speakers M ^ are well versed in Urdu have greater 
capability in reading Kashmiri (28%) than to writing it (12.5%). 
Language Preferences 
English was preferred most by an overwhelming majority of respondents 
as medium of instruction at all levels of curriculum, through it may be mentioned 
that a good number of respondents have also preferred Kashmiri as medium of 
instruction up to graduation. It is fek that due to the presence of Urdu and English 
in the state and their active roles indifferent domains, the responses were not fully 
in favour of Kashmiri We found that half of the total respondents have preferred 
Kashmiri for administration and half of them have preferred Urdu and EngUsh. A 
decrease in responses in favour of Kashmiri was found when we move from 
educational class 1 to educational class 3 for written as well as spoken aspects, 
whereas, reverse results were e}q>erienced in case of Urdu and EngUsh, with Urdu 
playing a leading role. The results do not show any significant difference with 
respect to other variables. 
Lai^uage Attitudes 
The attitude results presented in chapter five shows that most of the 
respondents in general have frivourable attitudes towards Kashmiri except for a 
few exceptions: a substantial number (42%) of respondents do not feel that 
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Kashmiri is adequate and useful for business. English has been favoured most for 
business purposes. 
Other two languages, viz., Urdu and English also have got fevourable 
responses, however, Urdu seems to be &voured most than English. English was 
found to have been responded less in general, by professional class 2, all the three 
£^e group and educational class 1 (illiterate) in particular. A noticeable difference 
was also found in the attitudes of males and females of educational class 2 
(literate) towards Kashmiri, we have found that males were having totally 
negative attitudes towards Kashmiri, whereas, females were very positive in their 
attitudes towards Kashmiri. Urdu has foimd running parallel to Kashmiri in the 
positive attitudes by educational class 2 (literate). 
The results obtained from different social groups give an insight that the 
people of the Kashmiri speech community are not conscious about their mother 
tongue. Especially the educated class has shown less interest towards the 
preservation of their mother tongue. This is indicated by the present situation that 
these people prefer to talk to their children in Urdu and feel prestigious and h{^ )py 
vAule doing so, even some of them are ready to give up their mother tongue. 
The actual use of three languages that were under consideration and 
preferences given to them in a particular situation was also observed by 
investigator herself which she may call sociolinguistically as Participant 
Observation. We found that people whether they are highly educated, 
participating in official meetings and settings use Kashmiri frequently which 
indicates that not only common man even prestigious people do prefer u^ng their 
mother tongue. 
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Appendix -I 
Appendix - 1 
Questionnaire 
Note: Please tick mark | y.*^} the answers 
Section - 1 
Background Information 
1. Name of the reqwndent 
2. Domicile (District) 
Baramulla[ ~|Puhvama 
3. Residence Rural 
4. Sex Male 
5. Age 18-25 yrs. 
6. Mother tongue Kashmiri 
7. Whether read and write in Kashmiri 
only read [ | only write | 
8. Other languages known 
Language Understand 
a) 
b) 
c) 
d) 
e) 
[ 
Read & write 
Speak 
Srinagar I I 
Urban 
Female | | 
26-50 yrs. | | 51 yrs. & above 
Read Write 
C D CZl L_J 
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9. Education 
Illiterate I | Literate minm professional | | Professional 1 | 
10. OcciQNition 
Business Labour 
Student | | 
Office-goersl I Housewifel I 
Section > 2 
Language Use 
1. What language do you use in the following contexts 
a) Talking to people in locality 
English Kashmiri Urdu 
b) Talking to people in School, College, University 
Kashmiri 1 I Urdu I 1 English I 
c) Talking to femily members 
Kashmiri { | Urdu 
d) Talking to colleagues 
Kashmiri [ | Urdu 
e) Talkii^ to children 
Kashmiri [ | Urdu 
English r I 
English 
] English! 
2. What language is used by you when you meet a Kashmiri speaking stranger 
Kashmiri I I Urdu I I EngUshl 
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3. What language do you use when you vish an office, ho^Hal, market 
Kashmiri J Urdu English [ 
4. What language do you use for entertainment 
English [_ Kashmiri [_ Urdu 
5. What language do you use while talking to your teacher/studeot 
English Kashmiri Urdu 
6. In what language do you watch TV programmes 
Kashmiri Urdu English 
7. In what language do you listen to radio programmes 
English Kashmiri Urdu 
8. In v/bat language do you read magazines 
Kashmiri Urdu English 
9. In vAaX language do you read new [^)aper 
Kashmiri Urdu English 
10. What language do you use while writing to: 
a) Ck)se friends 
Kashmiri Urdu Ei^lish 
b) Family members 
Kashmiri Urdu English 
11. Specify the language you use in printing invitatk)ns of marriage and other 
ceremomes 
Kashmiri Urdu English 
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12. What language you use for creative writings like articles, stories and poetry etc. 
Kashmiri I | Urdu | | English | 
Section - 3 
Language Preferences 
1. To what medium of instruction wouk! you like to send your children 
Urdu Kashmiri English 
2. What language you will prefer to use to make social contacts 
Kashmiri Urdu English 
3. If there is a group of people and all are muhilinguals (Knowing more than 
one/two languages) of your speech community. In such a situation, in which 
language you will prefer to communicate 
Kashmiri Urdu English 
4. What language do you think is the most ideal for mediimi at the level of: 
a) Primary School 
Kashmiri | | Urdu | | English 
b) Secondary School 
Kashmiri 
c) College 
Kashmiri 
Urdu 
Urdu 
English 
English[ 
5. What language do you think is the most useful for the foUowing: 
a) To secure job 
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Kashmiri Urdu[ English 
b) To purpose higher education 
Kashmiri I I Urdu I I English] | 
c) To communicate with other groups 
I Urdu Kashmiri ] Ei^lish 
6. What language would you prefer in performing certain religious practices 
Urdu Kashmiri J English 
7. ^ hat language you would prefer in welcoming guests/departing from guests, 
relatives and friends etc. 
Kashmiri Urdu English 
8. What language would you prefer for office use 
Kashmiri Urdu English 
9. Would you prefer Kashmiri language to be used for the following purposes: 
a) Language of administration Yes 
b) Medium instruction 
i) At primary level 
ii) Middle School level 
iii) +2 level 
iv) Graduate level 
v) Post graduate level 
c) Mass Media 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
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10. What language(s) would you prefer for written and spoken purposes: 
Only written Only spoken Written & spoken 
Kashmiri | j 1 1 | 1 
Urdu 
English nz\ izzi 
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Section - 4 
Language Attitudes 
1. How 6r do you associate the following attributes with your mother tongue and 
othCT languages 
Note: Indicate your response by putting 1,2,3,4 against each attribxite 
1 stands for 
2 stands for ~ 
3 stands for -
- very much (vm) 
- some what (sw) 
~ not at all (na) 
4 stands for no re^)onse (nr) 
Attribute 
Sweet 
Harsh 
Expressive 
Prest^ous 
Mother tongue 
Kashmiri 
vm sw na nr 
Other languages 
Urdu 
vm sw Na nr 
English 
vm sw Na nr 
2. How &r do you consider your mother tongue and adbia languages useful for the 
foUowing: 
Domain 
Business 
Science and 
technoif^y 
Mother tongue 
Kasb 
vm sw 
tmiri 
na nr 
Other languages 
Urdu 
vm sw Na nr 
English 
vm sw Na nr 
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Appendix -II 
Appendix -11 
Interviews 
(A few interviews were conducted during the surv^r in 1997-
98. The questions asked were not presupposed, but were framed according to 
the situations found.) 
Interview - 1 
(Mr. Mohd. Ayub Beitab (age 51 yrs.) was interviewed at his 
residence, district Pulwama by the investigator.). 
Investigator: tjuh chu kd:§ir Sdijy- ti kdiSris mSz chu: £ekfaa:n dmi 
a€a:vl kdmi kdmi vizi chu: tjuh kd:$ur istama:€ karain? 
Respondent: kd:§ur cha md:n J)eh5a:n ti bd chus kd:§ur takri:ban J>ra9 
vizi istima:£ kara:n, magar kih moki chi tim ti jiva:n, 
misaCa me:n ku:r chi )>annis Suris urdu hechna:va:n ti 
timo moko vizi chu })eva:n dsjim zaba:n istima:€ karin. 
I: Dhi ka: chu ba:sa:nzi ka: asi l)aza })anni zabd:ni vaBibou 
djun ja: ji chuni zaru:ri? 
R: sd:n ku:§i§ ru:z }>ra6 vizi ji zi kd:§ir zabaoi gdtsh Iniihkun 
t)akyi ki dmuk istinia:£ gstsh zja:di ksti zja:di jun kami; 
kd:§ur di})a:tment kaSmiir univdsti hud chu ]>raO ha i^ti akfa 
167 
ka€£ra£ mi:t kara:n jaO mSz naven kd:§ir §d:rjan ti €ekhan 
varten satu:dantan ])annun hunar barunuk moki chu 
ine:la:n; dmi ka£CiTa£ mi:tuk kha:s maksad chu kd:Sir 
zaba:n bruhkun })akna:vin. 
ka: asi ))azi4 §ujr kd:§ur ))ama:vun ti lekfanaivyi bej|)>azii[ 
asi Sjur kd:§ren saku:lan mStz )>ama:vyi? 
agar kd:§ri£ viken|C ha:€a8 vich3 tj. te£i nd Idh. asi ^[ 
ratsh^an kd:m kaqn ki g3di {)e| kd:§ur saku:kan m3z 
bdilgan sabJaktan Md }>e:^  )>ama:viin iOkdn hekan sd:ri 
kd:§ir kd:§ur l>dri6 ti leldiiO jdmi si:6 kd:§ur mi:djam 
saku:€ bana:vnas m9zinadad heki mi:€i6. 
Interview-n 
(A group of four post-graduate level female students (age 
23-25yrs.) belonging to district BaramuUa and Srinagar 
respectively, were interviewed at university campus, 
Kashmir University, Srinagar.)-
I: me vuch zi tjuh chsvini kd:§ir )>d:th kaO kara:n, ka: vaJah 
chu? ka: kd:§ris m3z cha kahkdmi:? 
R: na! asi cha kd:§ir zaba:n seth|hi td:th magar ds chi 
vetsha:n kd:§ri a£a:v bei zaba:ni ti hechun jdm si:6 ds 
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helo bddgan Ja:jen l)anun ^:n vdartviG. kd:§ur chu asi 
t3k6a:ri ))ethai hechumut t[ asi chani basa:n zi kd:§ur 
chu san4 khd:ty: tju:t zaruiri. 
cbjmi zaba:ni jdm zani tjuh ch3 vatsha:n hechini tpi torn 
chi? 
iijCiS ld)a:s kdriOj3s vikenas sd:rsi dunja:has m3z marnni 
cha jivam. dsjdni chi urdu jdm ki zari ds bd:Igan 
rija:satan mSz heko e<^ast gatshiO tika:zi zaba:n zd:n6i 
chu ^ s bikis sd:6 za:n |)ehcha:n sa))da:n. 
agar zani t^hi vaiD zi kd:Sri baJa:i bju:€u siri^) urdu ja: 
ii)ti§? 
ji kidkan heki s^ KliO. kd:Sris m3z chi heka:n ds l)ra9 
k3h kaO vdniO ti kdriO, jeCiki urdu igCiS in9zhek3 siri^ 
titju bu:€i6 ju:t asi hechmut a:si; ma:i ti sreh chu 
hekatm insain siri^ tdO zabdm m3z bd:vi6,j3s zani tdm 
l3k&a:ri ))ethi hechmdts asi. 
Interview-in 
(A sh(^keeper (age 32yrs.) frmn district Srinagar was 
interviewed at his shop by the investigator.)-
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I: t ^ kmt haz chu ]x>nnut ti bei kdts zaba:ni chu tjuh 
za:iia:n? 
R: me chu meitric kormut ti bei chus bd urdu zaba:n 
za:iia:iiti BodaOo^a agriizi: 
I: imo san^jo zaba:no mSz kus zabarn ciDv Ohi IdoS 
karain ti hoidn l)as2d. 
R: }dd& dia trenvai kara:n ti bolini ti chi vetshain, magar 
j3s mexhar J)anni zabdin chu s3 me:€ini kuni (bjkmi 
zabd:ii mdz. magar zarurrti mu:Ju:b chd bd:ki zaba:n ti 
hediunti zainun jetsha:n. 
I: ^uh kaO saku:€as vitshu ))anyi Sjur ))ama:vin? 
R: ai)ri:z mirdjamas. 
I: agar t3hi vanav zi Sjur ))amd:vu:kh kd:§ur mi:djam 
saku:Cas ka: tuh md:nva? 
R: agriiz zabam cha viknas sdirsi djunjahas ))eth ra:J 
kaam. timai Sjur ti chi hrdhkun })aka:n jdm ai)ri:z 
mi'.djaman hdd chi asa:n. hS: vdgo zi agar kd:§ur jiji 
aldi zanini: sabJakt 8a:vni ti ti rozi behtar. jdOkin me:£i 
kdiSris ti vukaGti berozgd:ri: tigatshi kam. 
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Interview - IV 
(Two male students (age 18-19yrs.) wiiile traveling in a bus 
in Srinagar city were interviewed by the investigator.)-
I: a:)) kaSmiiri: h£? 
R: Ji: 
I: urdumg: ba:t kame Id: ka: vaJah hs? 
R: ds chi ek5ju:£i ii)£i§ nii:(yam saku:€ik satu:dent ti saku:C 
lotJas m2z chi ds urdiivl bo:€a:n isCije: chu a:da6 pmut. 
I: tjuh chu na kd:§ur zSt kard:ni? 
R: lga:zni! ds chi 8 ^ 4 bd:Igan Ja:jan kd:§rui kara:n. siri^ ) 
chi )>annen d3stan si:6 urdu kara:n beji je€i k3h v3{>ar 
o:ri urdu \>d:l^ kaO kari. 
Interview - V 
(A male respondent {a^ 29yrs.) working in a carpet 
weaving industry was intoriewed by the investi^or at his 
work place.)-
I: tuhud kjah ta:sur chu kd:Sri zabdrn ti bd:kanjan zaba:nan 
muttik ? 
R: }>an}>ani Ja:ji chd ])ra0 akfa zaba:n thirkh. 
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I: Dhi chavi ba:sa:n kd:§ris, urduvas ti agri:zjas m§z k9h 
4>rakh? 
R: za:ba:i4 chani ))a:nvni k3h ^rakh 9a:va:n. ^raidi chd 
£ukan hdndis samJanas m3z. 
I: tjuh hekvi ]d Java:b retshihyia vetshn5:vi6? 
R: bd chus Vd:l^ zaba:n bo:€a:n ti za:na:n ti uidu ti ai)ri:zi: 
chd me:ni kdity* samJui ti bo:€pi mu§ki£. kd:§ur chu me 
£3k6a:ri ))ethi hjuchmut ti chus ))anun })a:n kd:§ris mSz 
dr ))d:th bd:viO heka:n, je€iki zani me bah Jamd:ts 
))arimatsi chd to^atdn ti chus nd bd heka:n tiOkdn bu:€i6 ti 
samJiO jdOlqn akh urdu bo:lan vo:€ chu heka:n bju:£i6. 
I: Dhi kju6 chu ba:sa:iiji zi ds chi ai)ri:z mi:djaman §jur 
])ama:va:n beji urdu )>d:th ka6 kama:va:n ? 
R: ga€a6 chuni k ^ vdgo agar zani kd:§|r zabd:n mSzi 
ji:he: §ur })ama:va:ni sD gaj3: zja:di behtar. tika:zi ]>amu 
zabd:n m3z chu heka:n ))ra6 k3h dr {)d:th samJi6 je€ki 
bja:kh zabain samJanas m9z chd ^ahiam jiva:n. 
misal hdz vans bd t3hi, jeli sd kuni })rD4>§na€ korsuk 
imtiha:n chi drva:n ti kSh sava:€ chdni ^ikn tara:n ti 
chdni kara:ni, ))ati je£i k3h bod ja: d3:jdm s3 sava:€ 
4>ikri chu ta:ra:n ti tdm vizi chu a^su:s gatsha:n je€ki 
sava:£ chu a:sa:n kd:§ir )>d:th samaJmut. 
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